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A MEMBER’S ARMS, AND THE
UNAUTHORISED USE OF ARMS BY
LOCAL AUTHORITIES

had intended to respond to the item on ‘Interesting

Web sites’ in the June 2010 issue, but by the time
the copy had made the light of day on its way from my
wife’s reading pile to mine, the opportunity had passed.
| was pleased therefore to read Martin Goldstraw’s
letter in December bewailing the inappropriate use of
arms by some local authorities, which provides me
with a second opportunity to follow the same thread.

In making my own petition for arms in 2006, | sought to
develop a statement of my origins which would also suit
my younger brother, through whom and whose sons, deo
volente, the arms will pass. The three elements | used
were school, church and home town. In researching the
arms of my home town | discovered the entry on www.
wakefield.gov.uk referred to in June which says that the
town’s arms were ‘adopted’ by Horbury UDC, having
originally been those of Sir John de Horbiry (sic) in the
14thC. What is tacitly inferred here is that the council never
had their use of the arms ratified by grant. In continuing
their use to this day, not least on signs approaching
the town, exactly as Martin Goldstraw complains of
in Burghwallis, the successor authority, Wakefield
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Metropolitan District Council, and the Horbury Town
Centre Partnership, perpetuate this technical misuse.
Back to my own arms, under the ever patient and
diligent guidance of Robert Noel, Lancaster Herald, my
petition became grant on 18th June 2008, as pictured.
His influences are present throughout; he invited me to
have fun in creating my design, so | reflected my school
(Ossett Grammar) in the colours of the field, “gyronny
of eight gules and vert’, symbolising the design of the
prefects’ cap to which | aspired (nay, which | coveted)
but never succeeded, as use of the cap was abandoned
immediately before | got there in 1967! The “two pairs
of keys saltirewise wards upwards and outwards or”
represent the keys of S Peter, who, along with S Leonard,
is the dedicatee of the parish church in Horbury, a gem
of a Georgian building by John Carr, in which | served
in a number of capacities. Advised by Lancaster that |
might go as close as | wished to the (unissued) Horbury
arms resulted in a primary charge “on a bend argent...a
bend sable charged with three towers palewise”.
My arms therefore are the first and only valid manifestation
of the ‘Horbury’ arms. Should | now take umbrage, or
should | be proud, that Wakefield Metropolitan chooses to
take my arms in part for the town? Another of Lancaster’s
contributions to the design was a suggestion that | might
have my towers masonned in Yorkshire Bond, two stretchers
to one header. In developing that idea another heraldic
first came about through the contrasting of header blocks
against stretchers (contrasting colours of brick are widely
used in buildings with interesting brick bonds) and which |
understand has proved a popular approach in grants made
since. Crest and badge contain a canting reference; the
two Shire horses and the tower of course form the Shires
of Horbury. My interest in languages as well as heraldry
is reflected in my choice of Norman French for my motto
“Susteingnant et Fors”: Supportive and Steadfast.

Stephen Shires
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The Visitations of
1533 ta 1550

Martin Goldstraw  (Cheshire  Heraldry) is
pleased to announce the publication of this
A4 hardback, 278pp. volume which features 350 full
colour illustrations of the armorial bearings recorded at the
Heralds’ Visitations of Cheshire in the years 1533, 1566 and
1580 along with a fragment of the records of the Visitation
of the City of Chester in 1591 as published in 1882 by the
Harleian Society. The latter contains few illustrations and
those that are included are in black and white.

Although the Visitations contained a collection of pedigrees
of families with the right to bear arms this work confines
itself to their armorial bearings alone. The author has
simply attempted to turn the written description of the arms
blazon) into a coloured illustration for every relevant entry.
ISBN 978-0-9568157-0-5

Price £39.99 plus Postage & Packing (U.K. £6.45, Rest of
the world £10.25)
http://cheshire-heraldry.org.uk/publications/

More restoration

ou will pleased to note that the London Borough of
Camden has found the pennies to restore the former
London Borough of Holborn Arms on the old Town Hall in

Holborn. Congratulations on a splendid job.
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The photographs were taken
by Nick Hide when he was
& passing by in late 2010 and
g§! show the fagade and post-
|| restoration version. The un-
| restored state is added for
comparison..

Items for inclusion in the Gazette: post to the Editor, The Heraldry Gazette,
c/o The Membership Secretary (address p.2) or e-mail gazette@theheraldrysociety.com



