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RESTORING THE HERALDIC CORPUS OF HENDRIK 
VAN HEESSEL, KING OF ARMS OF THE RUWIEREN

KLAAS PADBERG EVENBOER, a.i.h.

The heraldic codex B89.420 is part of the collection of old prints and manuscripts of 
the Hendrik Conscience Heritage Library (EHC) in Antwerp. In addition to several 
segments with coats of arms, this codex contains a collection of statutes of knightly 
orders, chronicles, iconographic material, and a few other topics. It is written in Latin, 
German and Middle Dutch. The heraldic codex is constructed chronologically and 
compiled between 1433 and circa 1460. Research by professor Wim van Anrooij has 
clearly shown that Hendrik van Heessel is the compiler of this manuscript.1 In this article 
I will refer to it as Heessel Compendium.2

Hendrik van Heessel, Austria Herald and King of Arms of the Ruwieren of the Holy 
Roman Empire, documented 1433–1470, served under Emperor Sigismund, King Albert 
II, King Frederick III, and Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy. He has enjoyed growing 
interest since 2006, partly stimulated by Van Anrooij. The attention of the various 
publications has not so much been focused on his heraldic oeuvre, but rather on his role 
as a diplomat in the service of Philip the Good.

In this article I will discuss the different drawing styles that can be distinguished 
in the Heessel Compendium, and their development. I will discuss why certain family 
coats of arms were drawn with more care, and attempt to determine what that means. 
The styles will also be compared with some known and less known heraldic manuscripts. 

The Ruwieren
The function of King of Arms of the Ruwieren was a supra-regional one, above the 
functions of pursuivant and herald, and higher than the other kings of arms, who all 
bore a regional title. The title of King of Arms of the Ruwieren of the Holy Roman 
Empire was the highest heraldic honour that could be bestowed in the northwest of the 
Empire. As a geographical area the Ruwieren lies between the rivers Meuse and Rhine, 
with the Moselle as its southern border. It is the area where Ripuarian was spoken, and 
the word Ruwieren is derived from Ripuaria. In this region John III, Duke of Brabant, 
had more than hundred vassals, including the Counts of Jülich, Cleves, Mark, Meurs, 
Katzenelnbogen, Salm, Sayn, Solms and Virneburg. The Emperor of the Holy Roman 
Empire conferred this title of King of Arms of the Ruwieren on the recommendation of 
the Duke of Brabant as Margrave of the Empire.

Five Kings of Arms of the Ruwieren are known to us:
1. Jan van Steensel, documented 1362–1376, was King of Arms from 1362 onwards and 
died before or in 1384.3

2. Claes Heynenszn, Gelre Herald, later Beyeren Herald, documented 1371–1414, 
mentioned as King of Arms in 1405.
3. An unnamed herald, documented 1427–1431, mentioned as King of Arms, and on one 
occasion known as Louvain Herald.4

4. Hendrik van Heessel, Austria Herald, documented 1433–1470, King of Arms from 
1440 to 1466.
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5. Hermann von Brüninghausen, Jülich Herald, documented 1461–1501, listed as King 
of Arms from 1471 to 1501.5

After 1501 there is no more mention of a King of Arms of the Ruwieren. The office 
of King of Arms of the Golden Fleece, created in 1430 by Philip the Good, Duke of 
Burgundy, came to predominate at the Burgundian court.

The Emperor Sigismund granted his pursuivant Hendrik van Heessel a coat of arms 
on 17 July 1433 in Rome.6 The arms were not new, being differenced with a label.7 
Before 9 December 1437, the date of death of Emperor Sigismund, Hendrik van Heessel 
was appointed King of Arms of the Ruwieren by the Emperor, on the recommendation of 
Philip the Good, Duke of Brabant. This appointment was confirmed a few years later, on 
28 May 1440 in Neustadt, by Frederick III, King of the Romans. In this charter Hendrik 
is mentioned as Austria Herald for the first time.8

A closer look at the Heessel Compendium
On folio 53v there are four coats of arms (Figure 1). They comprise the arms of Hendrik 
van Heessel (die von heessel) beside those of his wife Van Waardenburg tot Oudheusden 
(die von werdenberch czu althuesden), while below are the arms of Van der Zijdewijn 
(die von der zijdewijn syn brucker czu straed) and Van Heeswijk (dy von heeswick – 
freyen).

If we look at the quartered arms Van Heessel – Van der Zijdewijn on folio 55r 
(Figure 2), we must conclude that the four arms on folio 53v form a pedigree (Figure 3). 
In a lecture for the Dutch Heraldy Society (NGH) and the Royal Netherlands Society for 

Left, Figure 1: coats of arms of Van Heessel, Van Oudheusden, Van der Zijdewijn and 
Van Heeswijk. Antwerp, EHC, B89.420, Heessel Compendium fol. 53v; right, Figure 

2: quartered arms of Van Heessel and Van der Zijdewijn, ibid. fol. 55r.
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Genealogy and Heraldry (KNGGW), held in the Maltese House in Utrecht on 9 October 
2021, I discussed these new genealogical data.

Wim van Anrooij assumed that Hendrik van Heessel hailed from the village of 
Heesselt in the Duchy of Gelre.9 Since he was not entirely sure about Hendrik van 
Heessel’s origin, he explicitly asked for further information in an article dated 2008.10 
My research has shown that Hendrik van Heessel hailed from the market town (vrijheid) 
Waalwijk in the duchy of Brabant.11 His wife Liesbeth hailed from Oudheusden in the 
County of Holland, from a family named Ywijn van Oudheusden.12 She and her brothers 
are mentioned in a charter dated 1415 in which they dedicate a farm with yard (hofstad) 
in Oudheusden to a familymember.13 Waalwijk and Oudheusden are only five miles apart. 
The Van der Zijdewijn and Van Heeswijk families belong to the lower nobility, and both 
come from the nearby Land van Heusden and Altena in the County of Holland. It must 
be noticed that the progenitor in this pedigree is not Hendrik van Heessel, but his son 
Willem, who bears a first name that frequently appears in the Van der Zijdewijn family.

The seal of Hendrik van Heessel
There is only one known seal of Hendrik van Heessel (Figure 4b). It is on a charter 
from the year 1440.14 The charter relates to a diplomatic mission of Hendrik, as Austria 
Herald and King of Arms of the Ruwieren, with his French colleague Henry de Riche, 

Figure 3: heraldic pedigree of Van Heessel.



HENDRIK VAN HEESSEL KING OF ARMS

337

Hungary Herald.15 The seal bears a shield, bendy of six with a label.16 There is also a 
label gules on the drawing of his personal arms in the Heessel Compendium, but this is 
hard to recognize.

Hendrik’s seal corresponds to that of Claes van Heessel, documented 1404–1423, 
alderman (schepen) of Waalwijk. That seal shows three bends, and above an annulet 
between the first and second bend. His seals of 1404 and 1413 have a clearly legible 
inscription: /*S* CLA/ES VA/HEESSEL/ (Figures 4a and 4c).17 As to the tinctures of 
these arms, these appear in a segment of the Armorial Lyncenich arms which corresponds 
to the Tournament of Utrecht in 1441 (Figure 5).The participant here was Jan van 
Heessel called Back, documented 1429–1445, the son of Peter Robberts van Heessel.18 
He owned a fortified house and farmhouse (stenen kamer en hofstad) and some land in 
Waalwijk. His coat of arms indicate a family connection with Hendrik van Heessel. It is 
also an indication of the social status of members of this family, as participation in these 
tournaments was restricted to the gentry and patricians.19 

In a charter in the city archive of ‘s-Hertogenbosch a Hendrik, son of Claes van 
Heessel is mentioned.20 This may prove the family ties between Hendrik van Heessel 
and Claes van Heessel, alderman of Waalwijk. I must emphasize possible, because I have 
no further supporting evidence. The arms of Hendrik van Heessel can be found in a few 
armorials, the earliest of which is the Ortenburg armorial of c. 1470.21 Hendrik appears 
for the last time in the accounts of the Burgundian court on 9 February 1464 when, 
together with the kings of arms of the Golden Fleece, Artois and Brabant, he was given 
a cloak and cap (robe et chappron).22 This was on the occasion of the funeral ceremony 
of Maria van Gelre, wife of King James II of Scotland, and since 1460 regent for her son 
James III.23 She died at Roxburgh Castle, Edinburgh, on December 1, 1463.

On 1 September or 1 October 1466 Hendrik van Heessel left office as King of Arms 
of the Ruwieren at the Burgundian court with a pension, retiring to the County of Holland 
until his death on 17 April 1470.24 He probably lived in Heusden or Oudheusden, close 
to his birthplace Waalwijk. His wife Liesbeth van Oudheusden is mentioned in the Death 
Book of the Brotherhood of Our Lady in Heusden.25

Figure 4: left, 4a: Seal of Claes van Heessel, 1404. SALHA, 1090, Charters van 
de Waalwijkse Tafel van de Heilige Geest, No. 95A; centre, 4b: Seal of Hendrik 
van Heessel, 1440. Munich, Bavarian State Archives, Pfalz-Neuburg Urkunden, 
Landesteilungen und Einungen 593; right, 4c: seal of Claes van Heessel, 1413. 

SALHA, 1090, Charters van de Waalwijkse Tafel van de Heilige Geest, No. 48A.
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Stylistic and other connections
In the aforementioned Van Heessel pedigree, the artistry of the execution is noticeable, 
and highly reminiscent of a unique depiction of the complete coat of arms of Ulrich II of 
Celje, last Princely Count of Celje (Figure 6).26 The arms presented are those of Celje in 
the context of his four ancestral arms: 1. Celje; 2. Krabaten = Croatia, Frankopan, Count 
of Veglia; 3. Schaunberg; 4. Da Carrara, lords of Padua and Verona. On the facing page is 
Sanneck (Žovnek), and on the subsequent pages Ortenburg and Sagor (Zagorje). Robert 
Kurelić, assistant professor at the University of Pula in Croatia, wrote an article about 
these drawings in 2018.27 He concluded that these coats of arms are depicted separately 
to indicate the power and status of the family. A close personal connection with Hendrik 
van Heessel is suggested by the fact that the coats of arms of several older and more 
powerful families, such as those of Wittelsbach or the Habsburgs, are depicted in a 
notably more modest manner. 

It must be emphasized that van Heessel and Ulrich II of Celje both belonged to the 
court of Emperor Sigismund. In 1433 they were both present at the imperial coronation 
in Rome, and they are known to have met in 1447 and 1448. Van Heessel and his son 
Willem were at the court in Vienna as emissaries of Duke Philip the Good of Burgundy, 
who at that time negotiated the elevation of Burgundy to a kingdom with Frederick III, 
King of the Romans, and later Emperor. Given the sensitivity of the matter, talks were 
conducted by proxy to enable both duke and king to protect their honour and to save face. 
King Frederick III was represented by the Royal Chancellor Caspar Schlick and by Count 
Ulrich II of Celje, councillor to the king, who had performed a series of confidential tasks 
for Frederick III since 1444. The self-written messages by Hendrik van Heessel and his 
son Willem show a good relationship with the Count of Celje during the talks.28

Left, Figure 5: Jan van Heessel, participant at the tournament in Utrecht of 1440. 
Brussels, KBR, FH-DG, Ms II 6567, Armorial Lyncenich fol. 170r; right,  

Figure 6: arms of Ulrich II, Count of Celje with four ancestral arms. Antwerp, EHC, 
B89.420, Heessel Compendium fol. 57v–59r.
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Ulrich II Count of Celje and his retinue 1430
A drawing exists of the arms of Ulrich II, Count of Celje by an unknown hand  
(Figure 7b) which bears strong stylistic similarities to work in the Heessel Compendium 
(Figure 7a).29 The former comes from a folder with a collection of miscellaneous 
genealogical and heraldic papers which I found twenty-five years ago at the Royal 
Library of Brussels (KBR).30 It comprises two folios, with coats of arms on both sides. 
The rendition of the tilting helmets, the mantling, the shape of the shields aspects of 
the crowns are seemingly by the same hand. The goddess Fortuna supports the arms on 
Ulrich, just as on his seal dating from November 1429 (Figure 8).31 

The other coats of arms from the Royal Library manuscript belong to nobility from 
the Duchy of Austria, the Habsburgs dominions of Styria, Austria, Carinthia, Carniola, 
Tyrol, and scattered areas in Swabia. Some of these were vassals of Celje. These fragments 
are probably from a complete series of arms. Sixteen of the arms also occur in a series 
of twenty-four arms, beginning with Count Ulrich of Celje, in the L’Armorial dit de 
Nicolas de Lutzelbourg (NLU).32 This armorial has been described by Jean-Christophe 
Blanchard and also by Steen Clemmensen.33 The names of these nobles correspond with 
the retinue of the Count of Celje on his pilgrimage or ‘knight’s journey’ to Spain. 

To make this pilgrimage possible Ulrich borrowed 32,000 Hungarian gold coins 
from his father Herman II, and 5,000 gold coins from his aunt Barbara.34 Ulrich arrived 
in Spain in 1430 with sixty escorting knights. On 21 March they visited King Alphonso 
of Aragon in Segorbe. In a Spanish description of this visit, Ulrich is named as Emperor 
Sigismund’s nephew – and that is correct, because the Emperor was married to Barbara 
of Celje, his aunt. During their stay, fourteen knights were admitted to the chivalric 
Order of the Jar and the Griffin, the house order of Aragon.35 In Hamusco, on 15 April, 

Figure 7: Left, 7a: the imperial arms (left) and those of Hungary-ancient. Antwerp, 
EHC, B89.420, Heessel Compendium fol. 57v; right, 7b: the retinue of Ulrich II, count 

of Celje. Brussels, KBR, FH-DG, Ms II 6616, fol. 35r.
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they were the guests of King John II of Castile, who provided the group with horses and 
mules, and gave pieces of brocade as gifts. Four knights were admitted to the chivalric 
Order ‘Devisa del collar del escama’, the Order of Scales, also called ‘Order of the Fish 
Scales’, the house order of Castile.36

The journey continued to Santiago de Compostela, before departing for the sultanate 
of Granada.37

It seems clear that Hendrik van Heessel made the two folios with their twenty coats 
of arms, in view of the similarity in drawing style. In 1433 he was pursuivant in the 
retinue of Emperor Sigismund. The question is: when did Hendrik enter the service of 
the emperor? It is quite possible that he travelled with Ulrich II, Count of Celje, in 1430. 
The group included participants from the Duchy of Austria in the Habsburg dominions, 
Hendrik van Heessel’s working area when he became Austria Herald. The journey, which 
was also a diplomatic mission, certainly required the presence of a herald. His knowledge 
of German, French and Latin would have served him and the group well during this 
pilgrimage. An indirect proof of his participation is the description of the regulations of 
the Aragonese Order of the Jar and the Griffin in the Heessel Compendium, including a 
very precise depiction of the decorations of this order (Figure 9).38 For a herald to learn 
his craft it was essential that he should travel the world and get to know as many courts 
as possible, learning languages, and taking part in ceremonies and meetings.39

Left, Figure 8: seal of Ulrich II on a charter of 1 November 1429. Archives of the 
Republic of Slovenia, CE II, No. 175; right: Figure 9: Order of the Jar. Antwerp, EHC, 

B89.420, Heessel Compendium, fol. 18v.



HENDRIK VAN HEESSEL KING OF ARMS

341

The armorial series Neuenahr
In the same folder at the Royal Brussels Library there is another folio which has coats of 
arms on both sides.40 In yet another folder, called Anticque, there is a similar folio.41 Both 
folios are drawn in the same style and have a similar handwriting, analogous with the 
fragment on folio 71v of the Heessel Compendium. The tilting helmets and form of the 
shields is the same, as are the crowns. Only the mantling is slightly different. Each folio 
features twelve coats of arms in three rows of four (Figure 10). A total of 48 coats of 
arms are depicted. It is unusual that in the handwriting both the Dutch preposition ‘van’ 
and the German ‘von’ is used. Dutch first names such as Joris, Jan, Coenraet and Claes 
are used alongside such German first names as Ulrich, Claus and Heinrich. This clearly 
indicates that it was written by a person who was familiar with both the Dutch (Middle 
Dutch) and the German language.

This armorial series can be dated between 1430–1435. Whether these two folios 
were part of a larger armorial, or constitute a complete set, remains unclear. We could 
be dealing with participants of another jousting tournament, perhaps the tournament 
which took place in Basel in 1434, during the Council of Basel, and in the presence of 
Emperor Sigismund, Hendrik van Heessel’s employer.42 Alternatively, a tournament on 
the Charles Bridge, Prague, in late August 1436, when Emperor Sigismund held his entry 
in the Bohemian capital, is possible. 

The same folder includes the pedigree chart of a count of Heinsberg (Figure 11a), 
with his four ancestral arms: Heinsberg, Gennep, Blanckenheim and Loon.43 On the 
shield are two helmets, complete with crest and mantling. The left tilting helmet is 
depicted in the drawing style associated with Hendrik van Heessel. The image with the 
barred helmet is new and forms the key to yet another armorial series.

Figure 10: the Armorial series Neuenahr. Brussels, KBR, FH-DG, Ms II 6617 fol. 
147v
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The Tournament of Sinzig, February 18, 1397
The coats of arms of this series were found in two different folders at the Royal Brussels 
Library.44 At the top of one folio is written in Middle Dutch “Dit is die tornoy tot Zinsich 
in den jare van 1397 de sondaechs voir cathedra petry.” This is the tournament of 
Sinzig, held on Sunday 18 February 1397 and organized by William, Duke of Guelders 
who from 1393 had also been Duke of Jülich. The city of Sinzig is situated on the Rhine 
in the extreme southern corner of his combined Duchy of Gelre and Jülich. From the 
archival sources of the Duchy of Gelre, it can be concluded that Claes Heynenszn, Gelre 
Herald, was present at this tournament. He left for Sinzig on 5 February in the retinue of 
Duke William.45 The herald is the putative creator of a lost original heraldic record of the 
tournament, which Hendrik van Heessel copied as the successor of Claes Heynenszn.46 
There are eighty-five participants, depicted only with barred helmets, mantling and crests 
(Figure 12).The barred helmet was used in the buhurt, a form of mounted close combat. 
The participants came from the region of the Ruwieren as far as Nassau an der Lahn near 
Koblenz, and Friedberg near Frankfurt.

Remarkably, three of the ten folios are double, meaning they are drawn twice. 
Presumably this was a copy for a second manuscript.

Figure 11: left, 11a: Heinsberg pedigree. Brussels, KBR, FH-DG, Ms II 6616 fol. 34r; 
right, 11b: the Utrecht Tournament. Brussels, KBR, FH-DG, Ms II 6567, Armorial 

Lyncenich fol. 168r.
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The Armorial Lyncenich
Formerly known as the Armorial Gymnich, this armorial shows both the tilted helmet and 
the barred helmet in the styles already discussed.47 A characteristic mix of Middle Dutch, 
German and French names and words, and the use of prepositions identify the maker as 
Hendrik van Heessel. The coats of arms of the nobles of the Habsburg dominions and the 
Kingdom of Bohemia are found here (Figure 13) as in the Heessel Compendium, and 
sometimes in the same order. A detailed study of this armorial has been made by Steen 
Clemmensen.48 One segment of the Armorial Lyncenich shows the participants of the 
tournament of Utrecht, held in 8 to 12 September 1414 (Figure 11b).49 This tournament 
was organised by Jacob van Gaesbeek and held at the Neude, at that time an unpaved 
square in the city of Utrecht. Participants from the Duchy of Brabant, the Duchy of Jülich 
and the Bishopric of Utrecht took part, as well as two Spanish nobles, one of them the 
famous knight Pedro Vasquez de Saavedra, chamberlain to Philip the Good, Duke of 
Burgundy in 1443.

More than a year after his confirmation as King of Arms of the Ruwieren by King 
Frederick III we meet Hendrik van Heessel for the first time at the Burgundian court in 
Brussels.50 On 28 August 1441 he was ordered on a secret diplomatic mission to Jakob 
I, Archbishop and Elector of Trier and Imperial Chancellor to King Frederick III. It is 
tempting to identify him with a record in the Utrecht Yearbooks that the “Coninck van 
den Erauden der wapen van Brabant” was present on behalf of the Bishop of Utrecht 
and the city of Utrecht.51 Since the wording King of Heralds of Arms “van” Brabant 
is used, this can be interpreted in two ways. Is Brabant the name of the office, or an 
indication of the officer’s place of origin? From 1440 to 1471 Jean de la Haye was King 
of Arms of Brabant.52 He was one of the four kings of arms at the Burgundian court; but 
the bishopric of Utrecht, as well as the participants, fell under the heraldic jurisdiction 

Figure 12: the Tournament of Sinzig. Brussels, KBR, FH-DG, Ms II 6616 fol. 37v.
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of Hendrik van Heessel in his capacity as King of Arms of the Ruwieren, and he lived in 
Brussels, the residence of the Duke of Brabant. 

Steen Clemmensen noted that this particular style of barred helmets can also be 
seen in the later additions in the Danish segment of the Armorial Gelre.53 Indeed similar 
additions can be found in other parts of this armorial.54 It is known to have been in the 
possession of a herald from Brabant, as documented in the Burgundian archival records 
in Brussels.55 This could refer to Hendrik van Heessel, who perhaps added the arms with 
barred helmets.

The winners of the jousts of The White Bear in Bruges, 1380–1458
The coats of arms in the Armorial Lyncenich bear a stunning resemblance in form and 
style to the arms series of the winners of the jousts of the tournament group The White 
Bear in Bruges.56 I found these folios in two different folders at the Royal Library of 
Brussels.57 The four folios contain 133 coats of arms comprising 68 large and 65 small 
arms (Figures 14 and 15a). The series begins in 1380 and ends with the tournament of 
1458. Hendrik van Heessel, as a member of the household of Philip the Good, is known 
to have been present at the tournament of 2 May 1457, when the Duke of Burgundy was 
present with his entire court. Hendrik may also have been present at the tournament on 
17 April 1458, when Philip the Good and his son Charles, Count of Charolais, presented 
the prizes.58

Figure 13: the arms of Hungary-ancient and of Austria and Bohemia. Brussels, KBR, 
FH-DG, Ms II 6567, Armorial Lyncenich fol. 56r.
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The Bergshammar Armorial59

Jan Raneke, in his dissertation Bergshammarvapenboken: en medeltidsheraldisk studie 
of 1975, had already noticed the similarity between the Bergshammar and Lyncenich 
armorial,60 and again the similarities in drawing style with the Heessel Compendium 
are obvious. This can be clearly seen on folio 2r (Figure 15b). It is remarkable that 
most of the coats of arms in the Bergshammar Armorial are drawn in a more careless 
manner. The handwriting is in Middle Dutch, German and French, the languages used 
by Hendrik van Heessel. It has been noticed by several heraldic researchers that the 
Bergshammar Armorial corresponds in content to the Armorials Gelre and Toison 
d’Or. Hendrik van Heessel was in the possession of the Armorial Gelre, as is stated 
earlier, so he could copy it freely. But what is Hendrik van Heessel’s relation to the 
Armorial Toison d’Or (ETO)?

The Heessel Compendium and the Armorial Toison d’Or
Jean Le Fèvre de Saint-Remy was King of Arms of the Golden Fleece from its 
foundation until his death in 1468. He was a colleague of Hendrik van Heessel. In 1445 
there were four kings of arms in the Burgundian Household: Toison d’Or, Brabant, 
Artois and Ruwieren.61 In 1458 the office of the kings of arms was extended with 
Flanders and Hainaut.62 Only Hendrik van Heessel and Jean Le Fèvre de Saint-Remy 
had a fulltime job, meaning they got paid for a whole year, and they both had a servant 
and two horses. The other kings of arms were only paid for half a year. In the Armorial 
Toison d’Or we see strong similarities with various coats of arms from the Heessel 
Compendium (Figure 16), suggesting that Le Fèvre and van Heessel worked together 
on the former.

An Armorial of the Low Countries 
In the folder Anticque there is an armorial with 460 coats of arms matching the coats of 
arms on fol. 109v and 110r (Figure 17a) in the Heessel Compendium.63 Jean-Marie van 

Figure 14: comparison of the arms in the Armorial Lyncenich (above) and The jousts 
of the White Bear (below).
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den Eeckhout has studied this armorial (Figure 17c), and described 57 coats of arms 
from nobles of the County of Flanders.64 The handwriting and language correspond to 
that of the Armorial Lyncenich. This armorial can be dated between 1452 and 1456.65 
There is a striking change of style in this armorial which matches the arms of knights of 
the Golden Fleece in the Heessel Compendium. This change was most probably inspired 
by the way that artists depicted arms on stall plates. 

Ninth Chapter of the Golden Fleece in The Hague 1456
On 2 May 1451 Hendrik van Heessel was present at the eighth chapter of the Golden 
Fleece in Mons. It appears that he was also present at the ninth chapter in The Hague 
on 2 May 1456.66 On fol. 115v to 145r of the Heessel Compendium twenty-eight coats 
of arms of the knights of the Golden Fleece of the ninth chapter of 1456 were drawn 
(Figure 17b).

Figure 15: Left, 15a: The Jousts of the White Bear. Brussels, KBR, FH-DG,Ms II 
6616 fol. 40v; right, 15b: the Armorial Bergshammar. Stockholm, Riksarkivet, SE/

RA/720085/Z, Bergshammars vapenbok, fol. 2r.
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Conclusion
The results of this research show that Hendrik van Heessel is not only the compiler 
of the Heessel Compendium, but also of a number of hitherto unrecognised heraldic 
manuscripts, and two well-known armorials. This has been demonstrated by comparing 
the style of drawing, initially taking the Heessel Compendium as the starting point. It 
is clear that Hendrik van Heessel, as king of arms of the Ruwieren, had taken over 
the archives of his predecessors. Only in this way was he able to reproduce the Sinzig 
tournament of 1397, and to copy the majority of the Armorial Gelre into the Armorial 
Bergshammar. The abrupt change in style, seen in his drawings of the arms of the knights 
of the Order of the Golden Fleece and in the folder Anticque, has surely been influenced 
by the artistic way in which arms were depicted at that time. It has also been shown 
that fellow heralds collaborated by copying material from each other. It is hoped that 
this study will stimulate further research into Hendrik van Heessel as King of Arms of 
the Ruwieren. He certainly was one of the most important heralds of the Low Countries 
during the Middle Ages, both as a compiler of armorials and as a high emissary of some 
of the most powerful monarchs of his time. Much remains to be explored. In particular, 
the results will have to be tested by codicological examination of all the material.

Figure 16: comparison of the arms in the Heessel Compendium (paired left) and the 
Armorial Toison d’Or (paired right).
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