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TREASURES OF THE HERALDRY SOCIETY 
BOOKPLATE COLLECTION PART 2: THEMES OF 

ARCHITECTURE, LANDSCAPE AND TREES

PAUL A. FOX,  F.S.A., F.H.S.

Abstract
Heraldry has been popularly combined with architectural, garden and landscape 
motifs on bookplates using the vehicle of quasi-monuments, of houses, of castles and of 
�O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V�����D�O�O���Z�L�W�K���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���I�D�P�L�O�\���F�R�Q�Q�R�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����$���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���P�H�D�Q�V���R�I���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��
the utilisation by architects, architectural historians, and antiquarians of architectural 
�H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���� �:�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�H�H�� �L�V�� �D�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�P�L�O�\���� �L�W�� �K�D�V�� �V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V�� �E�H�H�Q��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���D�V���D���F�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���G�H�Y�L�F�H��

Here are presented in rough chronological order some 26 bookplates, with a few related 
additions. Of these, ten might be classed as quasi-monuments, while eight pertain to 
landscapes relevant to the family concerned. In four, a tree is the predominant feature, 
while a further four utilise abstract architectural elements.

HOARE
�,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�U�H�� �W�Z�R�� �¿�Q�H�� �E�R�R�N�S�O�D�W�H�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �Z�H�U�H�� �P�D�G�H�� �I�R�U�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
great banking family of Hoare.1 The superb architectural bookplate of William Hoare 
(1716-1753) [ Figure 12] belongs to the period after his uncle Henry Hoare (1677-1725) 
had built his great Palladian mansion at Stourhead in Wiltshire (1721-25) and perhaps 
he drew some inspiration from this house when he commissioned the artwork. Fittingly, 
�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���E�R�R�N�S�O�D�W�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���L�V���W�K�D�W���R�I���+�H�Q�U�\�����W�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�H�U���R�I���6�W�R�X�U�K�H�D�G�����D���¿�Q�H���H�D�U�O�\��
piece of English bookplate design dated 1704 [Figure 23]. William was the grandson, and 
Henry the son, of the founder of the banking dynasty Sir Richard Hoare (1648-1718), 
a goldsmith, and Lord Mayor of London in 1712-13. Richard employed an engraver, 
Benjamin Rhodes, to place heraldic and other motifs on the silverware of his clients. The 
sketchbook of that engraver, covering a period from 1694-1698, includes work done for 
�5�L�F�K�D�U�G�� �K�L�P�V�H�O�I���� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�U�� �'�R�U�F�D�V���� �/�D�G�\���$�V�K�¿�H�O�G���� �Z�K�R�� �D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W�O�\�� �E�R�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �D�U�P�V����
although the engraving was for silverware, and there are no hatching tinctures.4

Lady Dorcas was the daughter of James Hoare (d.1696), a goldsmith who served as 
Comptroller of the Royal Mint in the Tower of London from 1661.5 As a private banker 
and goldsmith he worked at the Golden Bottle in Cheapside, where he is listed in the 

1  Both are in Porteous Coll. vol. 1.
2  Franks 14880. In describing this as an architectural bookplate the author has been asked to point out that 
bookplate scholars would describe it as being of the ‘pictorial armorial’ type (a very broad category), and that  
�W�K�H���G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�R�U���µ�D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O�¶���L�V���U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�G���I�R�U���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���W�\�S�H���D�V���H�[�H�P�S�O�L�¿�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�S�O�D�W�H�V���R�I���%�U�H�H���D�Q�G��
Boyd illustrated below. 
3  Franks 14859.
4  Stephen Humphreys, ‘An engraver’s late-seventeenth-century heraldic sketchbook’, CoA no. 237 (2020), 
pp. 23-53.
5  William Chaffers, �*�L�O�G�D���$�X�U�L�I�D�E�U�R�U�X�P (London, 1899), pp. 70-1.

�7�K�H���&�R�D�W���R�I���$�U�P�V 4th ser, 7 (2024), no. 241 pp. 103-155
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Little London Directory of 1677, the same place where Richard Hoare began to work 
as a goldsmith in 1672 following his apprenticeship.6 Between 1687 and 1692 the two 
men moved their sign of the Golden Bottle to Fleet Street where Hoare’s Bank is still 

6  The Little London Directory 1677 (London, 1863), appendix; Victoria Hutchings ‘Sir Richard Hoare (1648-
1719), New DNB. It should be noted that the DNB makes no reference whatsoever to James Hoare.

Figure 1: bookplate of William Hoare (1716-1753). 103x86mm.
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Figure 2: bookplate of Henry Hoare (1677-1725) with the nominal date 1704. 
79x61mm.
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located today.7 When James Hoare made his will in 1695 Richard Hoare, goldsmith, 
�D�Q�G�� �'�R�U�F�D�V���� �/�D�G�\���$�V�K�¿�H�O�G�� ���W�K�H�� �H�[�H�F�X�W�R�U���� �Z�H�U�H�� �F�K�D�U�J�H�G�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�� �R�I��
any marriages which James’s grandsons might contract.8 The heraldry, the will, and the 
business relationship together point to a close kinship between James and Richard. The 
current understanding is that James was linked to the Hoare family of Green’s Norton 
in Northamptonshire and that Richard’s father Henry was born fourteen miles away at 
Walton in Buckinghamshire, making such a connection distinctly plausible.9

The misconception that a particular coat of arms belongs to a surname is not a modern 
phenomenon. The two goldsmiths, being upwardly socially mobile, needed arms, and a 
ready-made coat was available, that of the Hore family of Risford or Rushford in the 
parish of Chagford in Devon, Sable a double-headed eagle displayed in border engrailed 
argent. The men understood that the heralds would take a dim view of their adopting 
these arms without making some distinction, and so initially they reversed the tinctures, 
as can clearly be seen from Henry Hoare’s bookplate, �$�U�J�H�Q�W�� �D�� �G�R�X�E�O�H���K�H�D�G�H�G�� �H�D�J�O�H��
�G�L�V�S�O�D�\�H�G���L�Q���E�R�U�G�H�U���H�Q�J�U�D�L�O�H�G���V�D�E�O�H�� By the time of his death in 1725 Henry Hoare was 
�X�V�L�Q�J���D���E�R�R�N�S�O�D�W�H���R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G���R�I���K�L�V���D�U�P�V���Z�D�V���V�D�E�O�H�����D���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\���D�O�O��
subsequent members of the family. During the 1720s the Devon Hores were fast fading 
away, and the last record of a member of that family in the Chagford parish registers is 
in 1725.10 Perhaps then there were diminishing concerns that the usage by the bankers 
of the arms of the Devon family might be challenged. As a consequence of the usage in 
the nineteenth century the London Hoares were mistakenly accreted onto the Devonshire 
�I�D�P�L�O�\�����,�Q�������������Z�K�H�Q���+�H�Q�U�\���+�R�D�U�H���R�I���6�W�R�X�U�K�H�D�G���R�E�W�D�L�Q�H�G���D�Q���H�[�H�P�S�O�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���D�U�P�V����
�W�K�H���K�H�U�D�O�G�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���W�R���D�G�G���D�Q���H�U�P�L�Q�H���V�S�R�W���I�R�U���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���D�U�P�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G��
sable. William Hoare of the architectural bookplate was buried with his grandfather in 
the family vault within the church of St Dunstan-in-the-West on Fleet Street.

HUNT
The tree on the bookplate of William Hunt (1731-1796) attorney-at-law in Stratford-
upon-Avon is a reference to the surname of Hunt’s wife Catherine Oakes (1734-1813), 
daughter of Mr Thomas Oakes, of Tamworth in Staffordshire [Figure 3].11 The shield 
hangs suspended from an ancient oak tree. The impaled arms are dexter, �$�]�X�U�H���D���E�H�Q�G��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���V�L�[���O�H�R�S�D�U�G�¶�V���I�D�F�H�V���R�U [Hunt]; sinister, �$�U�J�H�Q�W�����"�����R�Q���D���I�H�V�V���R�U���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�U�H�H���R�D�N��
�O�H�D�Y�H�V���D�V���P�D�Q�\���D�F�R�U�Q�V�����S�U�R�S�H�U�"�� [Oakes] The latter has not been properly engraved, and 

7  Old and new London (London, 1878), vol. 1, pp. 32-53. This source states that James Hoare’s father was 
a citizen and cooper of London. There is reference to his employment at the royal mint in 1636, in which 
period he was surveyor of melting. He was promoted to become Comptroller of the Mint in June 1660. By 
1662 his son James had studied under him for many years, and James Hoare senior having “grown old in his 
�R�I�¿�F�H�´�����S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���-�D�P�H�V���M�X�Q�L�R�U���P�L�J�K�W���H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���V�X�F�F�H�H�G���K�L�P�����-�D�P�H�V���M�X�Q�L�R�U���E�H�F�D�P�H���F�O�H�U�N���R�I���W�K�H���0�L�Q�W��
and died in 1680. He was evidently the father of the grandsons mentioned in the will of 1696. Father and son 
(listed as goldsmiths) were both elected as Fellows of the Royal Society in 1664. The records of the Royal 
Society state that the son was born in 1642, but no record survives of his baptism, nor indeed has it been 
possible to locate one for his father. See Calendar of Treasury Books; Calendar of State Papers Domestic, 
Charles I and Charles II; Roger Ruding, �$�Q�Q�D�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���F�R�L�Q�D�J�H (London, 1840), vol. 1, p. 47.
8  �7�1�$ PROB 11/435/314.
9  �&�R�$ no. 238 (2021), p. 210. 
10  J.L. Vivian, The Visitations of the County of Devon (Exeter, 1895), p. 480.
11  Porteous Coll. vol. 1; Franks 15747.
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Figure 3: bookplate of William Hunt (1731-1796). 102x78mm.
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�W�K�H���¿�H�O�G���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���V�D�E�O�H�����7�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�O�V�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���Y�R�O�X�P�H���D���G�H�U�L�Y�D�W�L�Y�H��
bookplate without the tree for their third son William Hunt (1765-1852), which dates 
after 1790 when he was admitted to Lincoln’s Inn.12 His was a life full of promise which 
ended in pathos. He worked as a barrister in the Norfolk circuit, was the last recorder (or 
municipal judge) in his mother’s hometown of Tamworth from 1817-1842, and lived out 
his life as a Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge (where he had been appointed a fellow 
in 1788, and later bursar, being senior proctor of the university in 1807) as “the most 
�Q�R�W�R�U�L�R�X�V���G�U�X�Q�N�D�U�G���L�Q���W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�´�����Z�K�R���I�R�U���P�D�Q�\���\�H�D�U�V���N�H�S�W���K�L�V���F�R�I�¿�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���K�L�V���E�H�G��13

WADE 
The dog on this bookplate [Figure 4] rests its paw on a helm as an artistic device to indicate 
that the animal is the crest of the bookplate owner.14 The arms �$�]�X�U�H���R�Q���D���V�D�O�W�L�U�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
�I�R�X�U���À�H�X�U�V���G�H���O�L�V���R�U���¿�Y�H���H�V�F�D�O�O�R�S�V���D�U�J�H�Q�W���Z�H�U�H���F�R�Q�¿�U�P�H�G���E�\���&�D�P�G�H�Q���L�Q�������������W�R���W�K�H���:�D�G�H��
family of Bilston in Suffolk, while Crisp records for Wade of Orford in Suffolk the crest �$��
�W�D�O�E�R�W���S�D�V�V�D�Q�W���D�U�J�H�Q�W���V�S�R�W�W�H�G���J�X�O�H�V���J�R�U�J�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���F�R�O�O�D�U���D���O�L�Q�H���U�H�À�H�[�H�G���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���E�D�F�N���R�U.15 
Robert Watson Wade (c. 1755-1835) who was First Clerk of the Irish Treasury from 1770 
until 1794, married Mary Parks at St Anne’s Dublin on 20th August 1774. The implication 
of the bookplate is that the eagle is Mary’s crest (and the eagle looks very much in charge), 
while the tree suggests the anticipation of a burgeoning family that never materialised.16 
Alternatively it might be argued that the tree was intended to form part of the landscape of 
a park in allusion to the wife’s maiden name, as with the previous bookplate which is of 
similar date. In 1783 Robert commissioned the Dublin artist William Mossop to produce a 
commemorative medal for the doctor who had saved his life.17 Three years later he and his 
wife were granted a state pension at the behest of Viscount Mountjoy who was then Vice-
Treasurer of Ireland, and in 1794 Wade sold his house and its contents in Dublin to set up 
�D�Q���R�I�¿�F�H���L�Q���/�R�Q�G�R�Q���D�W�������&�X�V�K�L�R�Q���&�R�X�U�W�����2�O�G���%�U�R�D�G���6�W�U�H�H�W��18 By 1803 he was working at 
the London Stock Exchange, of which he became the principal secretary. Aside from his 
professional life he was a poet and a book collector, and by 1791 was a member of the 
Royal Irish Academy. A manuscript translation of Dante’s Inferno by him in 1805 is now 
in the collection of the University of Pennsylvania.19 In 1815 he commissioned the Dublin 
engraver W. Redmond to produce engravings for a translation of works by the Italian poet 

12  Franks 15746.
13  Venn, �$�O�X�P�Q�L���&�D�Q�W�D�E�U�L�J�L�H�Q�V�H�V.
14  Marshall-Pierson Coll; Franks 30486.
15  BGA and Crisp, Visitations of England, vol 4, p.137. It must be admitted that there is no sign of a collar on 
the bookplate, but the dog does indeed have a central line.
16  In BGA there are two families of Parke who bore the arms of an eagle displayed. The surnames Parke and 
Parks are essentially the same.
17  Medallists vol. 4, pp. 164-6.
18  The Parliamentary Register, vol. 15 (London, 1801), p.791. Wade was connected to William Parks, 
presumably his brother-in-law, in the receipt of another pension from the Irish civil list.  Mountjoy was slain 
�L�Q�������������D�W���W�K�H���K�H�D�G���R�I���K�L�V���U�H�J�L�P�H�Q�W���Z�K�L�O�H���¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J���,�U�L�V�K���U�H�E�H�O�V�����V�H�H���*�(�&���Y�R�O�����������S���������������7�K�H���K�R�X�V�H���V�D�O�H���Z�D�V��
listed in the Dublin Evening Post, in which was recorded on 2nd Jan 1796, p.4, the address of his London 
�R�I�¿�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���O�H�Q�J�W�K���R�I���W�L�P�H���K�H���K�D�G���Z�R�U�N�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���,�U�L�V�K���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�\��
19  U.Penn MS codex 2045.



109

BOOKPLATES

Figure 4: bookplate of Robert Watson Wade (c. 1755-1835). 97x63mm.
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and polymath Alessandro Tassoni.20 Wade’s facility with the Italian language is a potential 
pointer towards his unknown education and antecedents. His wife predeceased him, and 
his will of 1831 left his estate to his unmarried sister-in-law Jane Parks.21 He was buried 
in 1835 at Old St Pancras church in London, his residence then being 52 Burton Crescent, 
now Cartwright Gardens.

BENNET   
The pyramid was coming into popular usage in the eighteenth century for funeral 
monuments, and indeed Richard Henry Alexander Bennett, F.S.A., F.R.S. (1743-1814) 
probably ordered the cenotaph in that form which was installed for his father-in-law 
Peter Burrell (1724-1775) at Bennett’s home parish church at Beckenham in Kent.22 The 
pyramidal church monument dates not too many years before he ordered his bookplate 
[Figure 5], to which Fincham ascribes an approximate date of 1780.23 It was engraved 
by John Hughes (d.1776) of Bond Street, London who took over the business there in 
1765.24���,�W���L�V���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���W�R���H�V�F�D�S�H���W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���%�H�Q�Q�H�W�W���K�D�G���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�V�P��
in mind for his bookplate. It might be supposed that the pyramid is a good metaphor 
�I�R�U���W�K�H���D�F�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�����E�X�W���D�Q���H�[�S�O�D�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���P�X�V�W���E�H���I�R�X�Q�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���¿�J�X�U�H���R�I��
�L�Q�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�H���J�H�Q�G�H�U���Z�K�R���W�D�N�H�V���F�H�Q�W�U�H���V�W�D�J�H�����6�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���¿�J�X�U�H���F�D�U�U�L�H�V���D���F�D�G�X�F�H�X�V���K�H���P�X�V�W��
be male, and he has lain down this instrument so that his hands might be free to point to 
crucial words of wisdom in the book which lies open on his lap. Juxtaposition with the 
�S�\�U�D�P�L�G���P�D�N�H�V���W�K�L�V���¿�J�X�U�H���+�H�U�P�H�V���7�U�L�V�P�H�J�L�V�W�X�V�����D�Q�G���F�D�U�U�L�H�V���W�K�H���V�W�U�R�Q�J���L�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W��
Bennett was interested in the Corpus Hermeticum, which would have naturally drawn 
him to freemasonry, even if such had not been the source of his awareness of the science. 
�,�W�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W�� �W�R�� �J�O�H�D�Q�� �Y�H�U�\�� �P�X�F�K�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �K�L�V�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �O�H�D�U�Q�H�G�� �S�U�H�R�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �7�K�H��
�*�H�Q�W�O�H�P�D�Q�¶�V���0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H tells us only that he died at his house called Privy Garden in Pall 
Mall, Whitehall.25 He attended Westminster School from 1754, and very likely went on 
the Grand Tour, although no record of his travels survives.26 In 1766 he married Elizabeth 
Emilia Burrell (1751-1837), of a famously beautiful family, who through the marriages 
of her four siblings between the years 1775 and 1779 became extraordinarily well 
connected.27 Elizabeth’s brother married a daughter of the Duke of Ancaster, her sister 
Susannah married Algernon Percy, later Earl of Beverley, her sister Frances married 
the Duke of Northumberland, and her sister Elizabeth married the man who shortly 

20  As was recounted in glowing terms by the book’s editor: Samuel Walker (ed.), �7�K�H���0�H�P�R�L�U�V���R�I���$�O�H�V�V�D�Q�G�U�R��
Tassoni (London, 1815). 
21  TNA, PROB 11/1846/187. There was a brief obituary notice in the �*�H�Q�W�O�H�P�D�Q�¶�V���0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H 1835, pp. 666-
7.
22 ���3�H�W�H�U���%�X�U�U�H�O�O�¶�V���S�O�D�F�H���R�I���E�X�U�L�D�O�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���R�I���K�L�V���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O���P�H�P�R�U�L�D�O�����Z�D�V���+�R�O�\���7�U�L�Q�L�W�\���&�X�F�N�¿�H�O�G�����6�X�V�V�H�[����
�Z�K�H�U�H���P�D�Q�\���R�I���K�L�V���D�Q�F�H�V�W�R�U�V���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���O�D�L�G���W�R���U�H�V�W�����V�H�H���-���+���&�R�R�S�H�U�����µ�&�X�F�N�¿�H�O�G���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���,�,�,�����%�X�U�U�H�O�O�¶�����L�Q���6�X�V�V�H�[��
�$�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���&�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V vol. 43 (1900), pp. 1-43.
23  Fincham p.46. The bookplate is in the Porteous Coll. vol. 20; Franks 2204.
24  David Alexander, Biographical Dictionary of British and Irish Engravers 1714-1820 (2021). The author 
is indebted to Mr Anthony Pincott for this information. Fincham erroneously states the engraver to be R.B. 
Hughes, but there was no such person.
25  �7�K�H���*�H�Q�W�O�H�P�D�Q�¶�V���0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H 1814, pt. 2, p. 415. Privy Gardens had belonged to his father-in-law Peter 
Burrell.
26  The Westminster School records state that he was elected F.S.A. in 1765 and F.R.S. in 1767.
27  For the pedigree see Cooper, op. cit., p. 34.
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Figure 5: bookplate of Richard Henry Alexander Bennett (1743-1814)
by John Hughes.110x78mm.
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afterwards became Duke of Hamilton. Bennett ‘inherited’ from his step-father Richard 
Brull the parliamentary constituency of Newport on the Isle of Wight, which he 
represented in parliament in 1770-74. It was during the early part of his parliamentary 
�S�H�U�L�R�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�G���W�K�H���¿�Q�H���S�R�U�W�U�D�L�W���R�I���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���I�U�R�P���-�R�K�D�Q���=�R�I�I�D�Q�\���Z�K�L�F�K���Q�R�Z��
hangs at Houghton Hall in Norfolk. It is interesting to note that Brull was considered 
by his contemporaries to have possessed an exceptional understanding of the science 
of engraving.28 The only son and heir of Richard and Elizabeth Bennett was Captain 
Richard Henry Alexander Bennett, R.N (1769-1818) who was made post captain in 1796 
and went on to command the 74 gun H.M.S. Fame through the Napoleonic Wars, while 
concurrently sitting as member of parliament for Launceston between 1802 and 1812. 
One of the two daughters, Isabella, Lady Gordon (1772-1867) became an accomplished 
watercolour artist, having studied under J.M.W.Turner. The arms on the bookplate are 
Gules three demi-lions argent (for Bennet of Babraham, which should correctly have 
a bezant in centre point), quartering unknown (Alexander?) and impaling Vert three 
escutcheons argent each with a border engrailed or (for Burrell of Beckenham).

HOLDSWORTH
The shield on this bookplate [Figure 6] is resting on the shoreline, a great source of 
prosperity for the family of Holdsworth, which took an income from all tolls levied at 
the port of Dartmouth and its adjacent coastline between Salcombe and Torbay. The 
bookplate29 was created for Arthur Holdsworth V (1757-87) and his wife Elizabeth (1760-
1814) following their marriage in 1780, from which time until his death Arthur was both 
governor of Dartmouth Castle and MP for the town.30 A graduate of Trinity College, 
�&�D�P�E�U�L�G�J�H�����$�U�W�K�X�U���Z�D�V���Y�H�U�\���I�R�Q�G���R�I���E�R�R�N�V�����D�Q�G���P�D�G�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���L�Q���K�L�V���Z�L�O�O���I�R�U��
how his library at Widdicombe was to be divided between his various sons.31 The family 
had mercantile interests in Newfoundland and in Oporto in Portugal, Arthur’s father and 
namesake (1731-1777) having been sent to Lisbon to work with a merchant house when 
he reached his majority, under the terms of his own father’s will.32 The broken column 
on the bookplate is likely a reference to the fact that both husband and wife had lost 
their fathers in childhood. In the year of Arthur V’s birth Richard Howe, as a promising 
Royal Naval captain, had been appointed to one of the two parliamentary seats which 
Dartmouth then possessed, the town being a rotten borough very much in the pocket of 
the Holdsworth family. Howe held the seat until his elevation to the English House of 
Lords in 1782. As Vice Admiral Howe he commanded the North America station during 
the American War of Independence.33�� �,�Q�� �����������$�U�W�K�X�U�� �Q�D�P�H�G�� �K�L�V�� �¿�U�V�W�E�R�U�Q�� �V�R�Q���$�U�W�K�X�U��
Howe Holdsworth in his honour. Widdicombe House in the parish of Stokenham was 
a manor purchased by Arthur’s grandfather Arthur III (d. 1754), and rebuilt by him in 
�¿�Q�H���V�W�\�O�H���L�Q������������������34 The heraldry on the bookplate is curious: Holdworth impaling 

28  �7�K�H���*�H�Q�W�O�H�P�D�Q�¶�V���0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H 1806, p. 289.
29  Porteous Coll. vol. 19; Franks 15052, engraved by Barnes & Co. of Coventry Street, London, who were 
active c.1780-1830, see Fincham p. 6.
30  Sir Lewis Namier, ‘Arthur Holdsworth (c.1757-87)’, in Hist Parl.; Venn, �$�O�X�P�Q�L���&�D�Q�W�D�E�U�L�J�L�H�Q�V�H�V��
31  �7�1�$ PROB 11/1158/118.
32  For the will of Arthur Holdsworth III in 1754 see �7�1�$ PROB 11/806/41. For the previous generations of 
Arthurs see BLG 1879 p. 797.
33  Roger Knight, ‘Richard Howe, Earl Howe (1726-99), New DNB.
34  Daniel and Samuel Lysons, �0�D�J�Q�D���%�U�L�W�D�Q�Q�L�D, vol 6, Devon (London, 1822) p. 463.
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Figure 6: bookplate of Arthur and Elizabeth Holdsworth of Widdicomb. 93x63mm.
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Holdsworth. Elizabeth was the daughter of Robert Holdsworth (d. 1769), another member 
of the Dartmouth mercantile family. Cousin marriages between Holdsworths were not 
uncommon in the town. For instance, in the register of the parish of Dartmouth St Clement 
for the year 1727 are recorded eight marriages, of which three are Holdsworth family 
marriages, two of these being cousin marriages. The third was the marriage of Arthur 
Holdsworth I to the heiress Marcella Gibbs, which is why Holdsworth of Widdicombe 
here quarters the arms of Gibbs, �6�D�E�O�H���W�K�U�H�H���S�R�O�H���D�[�H�V���D�U�J�H�Q�W. The Holdsworth ancestral 
arms were �$�U�J�H�Q�W���W�K�H���V�W�H�P���R�I�� �D���W�U�H�H���F�R�X�S�H�G���D�Q�G���H�U�D�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���E�H�Q�G���S�U�R�S�H�U. The crest 
of Three tilting lances meeting in base within an annulet is not elsewhere described. 
�7�K�H�� �À�R�X�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �W�U�H�H�� �E�H�K�L�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �E�U�R�N�H�Q�� �F�R�O�X�P�Q�� �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �G�H�V�S�L�W�H�� �Y�L�F�L�V�V�L�W�X�G�H�V���� �D�Q�G��
notwithstanding the broken tree of the family heraldry, the line would continue. 

WAY
Gregory Lewis Way (1756-1799) was very much following both his own preoccupations 
and the spirit of his era when he depicted himself on his bookplate [Figure 7] wearing a 
suit of armour and carrying a heraldic shield.35 Educated at Eton College and Christchurch, 
�2�[�I�R�U�G���� �K�H�� �P�D�U�U�L�H�G�� �$�Q�Q���)�U�D�Q�F�H�V�� �3�D�[�W�R�Q�� �L�Q�� ���������� �D�Q�G�� �S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�G�� �D�� �¿�Q�H�� �K�R�X�V�H�� �U�D�W�K�H�U��
modestly known as Spencer Farm (in Essex) in 1783. Thereafter he devoted himself to 
literary pursuits, putting together a great library with a focus on “old romance and early 

35  Porteous Coll. vol. 8; Franks 31145.

Figure 7: bookplate of Gregory Lewis Way(1756-1799) 64x88mm.



115

BOOKPLATES

�H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���S�R�H�W�U�\�´�����I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���K�L�V���R�Z�Q���E�R�R�N�S�O�D�W�H�����+�H���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���D��
number of books, including one called �)�D�E�O�L�D�X�[, a collection of French medieval texts, 
and a collection of his own correspondence called Spencer Farm, both of which works 
were illustrated with small vignettes of medieval scenes in which knightly preoccupations 
played a prominent part.36 Spencer Farm was published posthumously with a forward 
by William Wordsworth and had on its frontis an impression of this bookplate, with a 
note underneath stating that Way had designed it.37 In this instance the tree simply acts 
as riverside scenery. The armoured man is contemplating the River Way in Dorset, close 
�W�R���%�U�L�G�S�R�U�W���Z�K�H�U�H���K�L�V���I�D�P�L�O�\���K�D�G���U�H�V�L�G�H�G�����D�Q�G���F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�U�P�V���¿�U�V�W���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���D���J�U�D�Q�W��
�F�R�Q�¿�U�P�H�G�� �E�\�� �5�R�E�H�U�W�� �&�R�R�N�H���� �&�O�D�U�H�Q�F�H�X�[���� �L�Q�� �������������4�X�D�U�W�H�U�O�\�� ���	������ �D�]�X�U�H�� �W�K�U�H�H�� �O�X�F�L�H�V��
�K�D�X�U�L�H�Q�W���L�Q���I�H�V�V���D�U�J�H�Q�W�������	�������V�D�E�O�H���W�Z�R���E�D�U�V���E�H�Q�G�\���R�I���V�L�[���D�U�J�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���J�X�O�H�V.38 Way died 
young at the age of only 43, and a non-heraldic mural tablet was installed in his memory 
within Great Weldham church in Essex.

DAMER
The bookplate of Anne Damer (1749-1828) perfectly sums up the guiding passions of 
her life, the classics, dogs, and her work as a sculptor [Figure 8].39 On the neo-classical 
monument which bears her arms she (or possibly some other woman) points to the 
instruments of her profession, with which she later asked to be buried, together with the 
bones of her favourite dog. She was the highly educated only daughter and heir of Field 
Marshal Henry Seymour Conway (1721-1795) and his third wife Charlotte Shorter, and 
�W�K�H���J�R�G�G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�D�W���J�U�H�D�W���O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���D�Q�G���D�U�W�L�V�W�L�F���¿�J�X�U�H���R�I���K�H�U���D�J�H�����+�R�U�D�F�H���:�D�O�S�R�O�H�����,�Q��
1767 she married John Damer (d.1776), a younger son of Lord Milton, but the union was 
not a happy one. There was no issue, the couple separated after seven years, and John 
committed suicide a year later. Literature, and learning how to sculpt, were the great 
consolations of Anne during this period. She spent much time at Walpole’s neo-gothic 
residence of Strawberry Hill, where in 1789 she was introduced to the sisters Mary 
�D�Q�G���$�J�Q�H�V���%�H�U�U�\�����Z�K�R���:�D�O�S�R�O�H���Z�D�V���O�D�W�H�U���W�R���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���D�V���K�L�V���³�W�Z�L�Q���Z�L�Y�H�V���´���,�W���Z�D�V���$�J�Q�H�V��
who designed this bookplate, which was engraved by Francis Legat (d. 1809) in 1793. 
Legat was a Scot who had settled in London in 1780 to work for the publishers Boydell, 
and who went on to become engraver to the Prince of Wales. Anne later develop ed a 
particularly close and passionate friendship with Mary Berry, who was a writer, and the 
two women visited Paris together in 1802 to meet Napoleon.40 Anne exhibited 32 works 
of sculpture at the Royal Academy between 1784 and 1818. These were primarily busts. 
Her sitters included George III, Charles James Fox, and Lord Nelson. 

She bears her husband’s arms of Damer on a lozenge, as is appropriate for a widow: 
�%�D�U�U�\���Q�H�E�X�O�\���R�I���V�L�[���D�U�J�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���J�X�O�H�V���R�Y�H�U���D�O�O���D���E�H�Q�G���H�Q�J�U�D�L�O�H�G���D�]�X�U�H, differenced with a 
label of three points. Her own paternal arms of Seymour are presented as an inescutcheon, 
�D�V���E�H�¿�W�V���D�Q���K�H�U�D�O�G�L�F���K�H�L�U�H�V�V�����+�H�U���I�D�W�K�H�U�����D�V���+�H�Q�U�\���6�H�\�P�R�X�U�����R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\���E�R�U�H���W�K�H���6�H�\�P�R�X�U��
arms of �4�X�D�U�W�H�U�O�\�� ���������� �2�U�� �R�Q�� �D�� �S�L�O�H�� �J�X�O�H�V�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �V�L�[�� �À�H�X�U�V�� �G�H�� �O�L�V�� �D�]�X�U�H�� �W�K�U�H�H�� �O�L�R�Q�V��

36  Gregory Lewis Way, �)�D�E�O�L�D�X�[�����R�U���W�D�O�H�V���E�U�L�G�J�H�G���I�U�R�P���)�U�H�Q�F�K���P�D�Q�X�V�F�U�L�S�W�V, 2 vols (London, 1796-1800).
37  Gregory Lewis Way, Spencer Farm (London, 1845).
38  BLG 1846.
39  Porteous Coll. vol. 17; Franks 7096. For Damer’s biography see Alison Yarrington ‘Anne Seymour Damer 
(1749-1828), New DNB.
40  Charles Kent & Pat Rogers, ‘Mary Berry (1763-1852)’, New DNB.
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Figure 8: bookplate of Anne (Seymour) Damer, 1793. 128x97mm.
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passant guardant or; 2+3, Gules three wings conjoined in lure or. On inheriting the 
estates of the Earl of Conway, and changing his name, he had substituted into the fourth 
quarter the arms of Conway, Sable on a bend cotised argent a rose between two annulets 
gules. At Strawberry Hill heraldry remains omnipresent, even though much of the 
original scheme is no longer present. The largest surviving assemblage of shields is on 
the ceiling of the library which Anne knew so well (Figure 9) with the central arms of 
Walpole, Or on a fess between two chevrons sable three crosses crosslet or, differenced 
with a mullet argent. Anne subsequently had her name on the bookplate amended from 
Anne Damer to Anne Seymour Damer, perhaps following the death of her father in 1795.

SYMMONS
The engraver of this bookplate [Figure 1041], Francis Sansom senior (1756-1810) 
specialised entirely in botanical work, and was the principal engraver for the Flora 
Londoniensis from 1777 to 1798. The same engraving can be found on the dedicatory 
page to John Symmons, F.R.S. (1745-1831) in Hortus Paddingtonensis, a catalogue of 
�W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�W�V���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���J�D�U�G�H�Q���R�I�����-�����6�\�P�P�R�Q�V���H�V�T�����3�D�G�G�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���+�R�X�V�H.42 The book 
�O�L�V�W�V���W�K�H���³�����������V�S�H�F�L�H�V���E�R�W�K���H�[�R�W�L�F���D�Q�G���L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�´���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���6�\�P�P�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���D�L�G��

41  Porteous Coll. vol. 8; Franks 28733.
42  William Salisbury, Hortus Paddingtonensis (London, 1796).

Figure 9: arms of Horace Walpole and ancestors (real or imagined) on the ceiling of his 
library at Strawberry Hill, Twickenham. Photograph by the author.
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of his friend Sir Joseph Banks, and the two plants which frame the central arms must 
represent the most prized specimens in his garden. While Fincham supposed the plate to 
date around 178043, Symmons did not settle in Paddington until after 1792, and the most 
likely scenario is that the engraving was made in 1796 for the book, and subsequently 
�D�G�D�S�W�H�G���I�R�U���X�V�H���D�V���D���E�R�R�N�S�O�D�W�H�����6�\�P�P�R�Q�V���Z�D�V���D�Q���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���D�Q�G���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O���P�D�Q�����D�Q�G���L�W��
is remarkable that he has no entry in the DNB. In 1799 he published his own Synopsis 
plantarum insulis Britannicis indigenarum, but botany was by no means the full extent 
of his natural history interests. He gave a case of lepidoptera to the Linnaean Society, 
of which he was a co-founder44, and he collaborated with the surgeon John Hunter on 

43  Fincham, p. 81.
44  R.J. Cole, ‘Biographical note on John Symmons F.R.S.’, �$�Q�Q�D�O�V���R�I���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H vol. 10 pt 3 (1954), pp. 272-3.

Figure 10: bookplate of John Symmons c. 1796. 103x101mm.
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Figure 11: earlier bookplate of John Symmons. 93x70mm.
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research into the cross breeding of dogs and wolves.45 He accumulated a vast library, 
�P�X�F�K���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���D�X�F�W�L�R�Q�H�G���R�I�I���Z�K�H�Q���K�H���U�D�Q���L�Q�W�R���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W�L�H�V���L�Q���������������+�H���Q�R�W��
only inherited estates in Pembrokeshire, but he also married, as his second wife in 1773 
the wealthy heiress Anne Barlow (1737-82) whose arms were then added in pretence to 
his original bookplate46 [Figure 11], which is also in the Society’s collection, and is in the 
�À�R�U�D�O���V�W�\�O�H���W�H�U�P�H�G���µ�I�H�V�W�R�R�Q���D�Q�G���Z�U�H�D�W�K���¶���+�H���Z�D�V���H�O�H�F�W�H�G���D�V���D���)�H�O�O�R�Z���R�I���W�K�H���5�R�\�D�O���6�R�F�L�H�W�\��
in 1794, and was a member of at least two other highly select social groups, the Society 
of Dilettanti (60 members), for which he later proposed Lord Elgin, and the Catch Club 
(25 members), to which the Prince of Wales was elected in the same year.47 Martha, 
�6�\�P�P�R�Q�V�¶�V���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���E�\���K�L�V���¿�U�V�W���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�����P�D�U�U�L�H�G���W�K�H���V�X�U�J�H�R�Q���$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\���&�D�U�O�L�V�O�H�����)���5���6������
who is believed to have been the anonymous author of a Gothic novel, The Horrors of 
�2�D�N�H�Q�G�D�O�H���$�E�E�H�\��(London, 1797), in which the character of Lord Oakendale, a libertine, 
drew upon that of John Symmons.48 It has been argued that the personage of Carlisle 
himself was an important inspiration for Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein.49 To the arms of 
Symmons, Per fess argent and sable three slipped trefoils counterchanged, have been 
added a number of ancient quarterings.50 The arms of Barlow of Slebech on the escutcheon 
have been inaccurately engraved on both bookplates, indicating that the bearer was using 
the arms incorrectly. They should properly be �$�U�J�H�Q�W���R�Q���D���F�K�H�Y�U�R�Q���H�Q�J�U�D�L�O�H�G���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
�W�K�U�H�H���F�U�R�V�V�H�V���F�U�R�V�V�O�H�W�V���¿�W�F�K�\���V�D�E�O�H���W�Z�R���O�L�R�Q�V���S�D�V�V�D�Q�W���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Q�J���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U���D�U�J�H�Q�W.51 This 
is surprising as Symmons was a keen heraldic antiquarian.52Anne Barlow was descended 
from the brother of William Barlow (d.1569), bishop of St David’s and later of Bath 
and Wells, who from his seal quartered the Barlow arms with Ermine three bars nebuly 
���X�Q�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G�����R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H���V�H�H���D���Y�D�U�L�D�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���E�D�U�V���Z�D�Y�\���K�H�U�H��53

DOWNES
The classical urn is an uncommon motif on a bookplate [Figure 1254], and three possible 
explanations for that of William Lord Downes of Aghanville (1751-1826) present 
themselves. He was educated at Trinity College Dublin, and went on to become Vice 
Chancellor of the University of Dublin from 1806 until his death. He would have 
seen many such urns in neo-classical Dublin, and perhaps this was purely decorative. 
�$�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���� �L�W�� �P�L�J�K�W�� �E�H�� �D�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �X�U�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �D�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �K�H�� �N�Q�H�Z�� �D�Q�G�� �O�R�Y�H�G���� �E�X�W��
�W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �O�L�N�H�O�\�� �H�[�S�O�D�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�L�V�� �Y�H�U�\�� �O�H�D�U�Q�H�G�� �P�D�Q�� �F�K�R�V�H�� �D�Q�� �X�U�Q�� �I�R�U�� �L�W�V�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F��

45 Roland Thorne, ‘The last of the Symmons of Llanstinan’, Journal of the Pemrokeshire Historical Society 
no. 19 (2010).
46 Porteous Coll. vol. 2; Franks 28732.
47 Don Shelton. ‘Sir Anthony Carlisle and Mrs Carver’, �5�R�P�D�Q�W�L�F���7�H�[�W�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V�����/�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���3�U�L�Q�W���&�X�O�W�X�U�H����
1780–1840, vol. 19 (Winter 2009), pp. 54-69.
48 Shelton, op. cit.
49 Donald C. Shelton ‘Anthony Carlisle and Mary Shelley-Finding form in a Frankenstein fog’, �$�W�K�H�Q�V��
Journal of Philology, vol. 6 no. 2 (2019), pp. 105-130.
50 At 2, Gwynfardd, �$�]�X�U�H���D���O�L�R�Q���U�D�P�S�D�Q�W���L�Q���R�U�O�H���R�I���U�R�V�H�V���R�U; at 3 Bowen, Gules a chevron between three 
Bowen knots argent, for 2 and 3 see �6�L�G�G�R�Q�V���'�:�+����, pp. 38-9; at 4 Hulles, �$�U�J�H�Q�W���W�K�U�H�H���S�L�O�H�V���V�D�E�O�H.
51 �%�X�U�N�H�¶�V���(�[�W�L�Q�F�W���D�Q�G���'�R�U�P�D�Q�W���%�D�U�R�Q�H�W�F�L�H�V pp. 38-9.
52 Thorne, op. cit.
53 �6�L�G�G�R�Q�V���'�:�+����, p. 16. For the Barlow descent see �:�H�V�W���:�D�O�H�V���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���5�H�F�R�U�G�V, vol. 3 (1913), pp. 117-
152.
54 Porteous Coll. vol. 50; Franks 8985. The plate was twice reworked, and once re-engraved following the 
same design.
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Figure 12: bookplate of William, later Lord Downes. 89x70mm.
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association with the commemoration of the dead. In 1802, the year prior to his 
appointment as Chief Justice of the King’s Bench in Ireland there was a death which 
is said to have troubled him very greatly.55 He lost his best and greatest friend William 
Tankerville Chamberlain, a man of the same age with whom he had studied, lived and 
worked, and with whom the judge was ultimately buried in St Ann’s church, Dublin. In 
�W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���M�R�L�Q�W���H�S�L�W�D�S�K���³�W�K�H�L�U���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���X�Q�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���´���,�W���L�V���I�X�U�W�K�H�U��
recorded on the monument that he became a surrogate father to his friend’s children, to 
whom he was a most generous benefactor. Lord Downes had suffered another great loss 
in his infancy when in 1754 his father Robert committed suicide by falling on his own 
sword in his parlour, which at the time was generously put down as a freak accident. In 
around 1805 he purchased a country home outside Dublin called Merville which had one 
of the best gardens in Ireland.56 His barony, granted in 1822, was allowed to pass to his 
cousin General Sir Ulysses Burgh G.C.B who had been twice wounded serving under 
Lord Wellington in the Peninsular Wars. The arms �$�U�J�H�Q�W���W�K�U�H�H���S�D�O�O�H�W�V���Z�D�Y�\���J�X�O�H�V��with a 
mullet for difference, and the crest of �D���Z�R�O�I �¶�V���K�H�D�G���D�U�J�H�Q�W���F�K�D�U�J�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���P�X�O�O�H�W derived 
from Lord Downes’s ancestor Robert Downes of Debnam in Suffolk.

55  Dictionary of Irish Biography.
56  W.N.Osborough, ‘William Downes 1751-1826’, New DNB.

Figure 13: bookplate of William Boteler of Eastry, Kent by John Barlow. 93x62mm.
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Figure 14: satirical coat of arms etched by John Barlow in 1786.
© The Trustees of the British Museum, asset number 84724001.
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BOTELER  
William Boteler F.S.A. (d.1818) of Eastry in Kent was a very important collaborator of 
Edward Hasted in the compilation of his four-volume history of Kent and he chose as 
the engraver of his bookplate [Figure 1357] John Barlow, who engraved at least some of 
Hasted’s plates. Boteler’s circle of highly productive Kentish antiquarians included his 
brother-in-law William Boys F.S.A. who was the author of Collections for a history of 
Sandwich, a large tome combining history with natural history. In placing the local church 
on his bookplate Boteler was not simply referencing the most obvious local landmark, 
as this was an ancient monument which had doubtless been the subject of much personal 
study. The arrangement of the arms of the two wives of Boteler on the bookplate is 
�F�X�U�L�R�X�V�����7�K�H���D�U�P�V���R�I���K�L�V���¿�U�V�W���Z�L�I�H���6�D�U�D�K�����G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���R�I���7�K�R�P�D�V���)�X�O�O�H�U���R�I���6�W�D�W�H�Q�E�R�U�R�X�J�K���L�Q��
Eastry occur in pretence over the arms of Boteler (they are Fuller quartering Paramore), 
while the arms of his second wife, whom he married in 1785, are impaled. She was Mary, 
daughter of Captain John Harvey R.N. 

John Barlow of Blackfriars Road, London entered the Royal Academy Schools age 
26 in 1786, and was active as a seal engraver and printmaker until 1810. He engraved a 
satirical coat of arms in 1786, one of his earliest known works [Figure 14].58

STANLEY
It is worthy of note that John Thomas Stanley F.R.S., F.S.A. (1766-1850) named only 
himself on his bookplate [Figure 1559] and not the highly educated wife to whom he 
was entirely devoted, Maria Josepha Holroyd (1771-1863). Notwithstanding, she has a 
heraldic presence here in the impalement of his arms. The explanation for the omission of 
her name is presumably that she was not a book collector, and had little personal use for a 
bookplate. The design dates between their marriage in 1796 and John’s accession as the 
7th baronet of Alderley Park in Cheshire in 1807. After he was ennobled as Baron Stanley 
of Alderley in 1839 a new bookplate was ordered.60���0�D�U�L�D���Z�D�V���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���X�S���D�W���6�K�H�I�¿�H�O�G��
Park in Sussex, her father John Holroyd later becoming the 1st���(�D�U�O���R�I���6�K�H�I�¿�H�O�G�����$���F�O�R�V�H��
friend of her youth was the historian Edward Gibbon (d.1794). Her family had very 
liberal values and she was allowed to choose her own husband. The resulting partnership 
�K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���D�V���³�D���S�H�U�I�H�F�W���P�D�W�F�K���R�I���W�Z�R���Z�R�U�O�G�O�\���D�Q�G���H�Q�G�O�H�V�V�O�\���L�Q�T�X�L�V�L�W�L�Y�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���´61 
Husband and wife were both multilingual and extremely well-travelled. Maria was sitting 
in the President’s box of the National Constituent Assembly in Paris in July 1791 when 
it was being determined that Louis XVI would be restored as a constitutional monarch.62 
Adeane’s two volume biography of her makes fascinating reading. 

John, meanwhile, was having adventures of his own. At the age of sixteen he fell in 
�O�R�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���¿�I�W�H�H�Q���\�H�D�U���R�O�G���3�U�L�Q�F�H�V�V���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�H���R�I���%�U�X�Q�V�Z�L�F�N�����W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H���Z�L�I�H���R�I���*�H�R�U�J�H��
IV) while travelling in Europe.63 In 1789 he visited Iceland, at that time a thing seldom 
done, and brought back botanical specimens for his friend Sir Joseph Banks to give 

57  �0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���3�L�H�U�V�R�Q���&�R�O�O. B202; Franks 3144.  
58  British Museum 1868,0808.5473.
59  Porteous Coll. vol. 30; not in the Franks collection.
60  GEC vol 11 pt 1, pp.252-3.
61  Marvin Stern,’Lady Maria Josepha Stanley (1771-1863)’, New DNB.
62  J.H. Adeane (ed.), �7�K�H���J�L�U�O�K�R�R�G���R�I���0�D�U�L�D���-�R�V�H�S�K�D���+�R�O�U�R�\�G (London, 1896), p. 41.
63  J.H. Adeane, �7�K�H���H�D�U�O�\���P�D�U�U�L�H�G���O�L�I�H���R�I���0�D�U�L�D���-�R�V�H�S�K�D���/�D�G�\���6�W�D�Q�O�H�\ (London, 1899), pp. 22-3.
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Figure 15: bookplate of John Thomas Stanley of Alderley Park in Cheshire. 
115x93mm.
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to Kew Gardens.64 It was probably through his botanical interests that he came to be 
elected as a fellow of the Royal Society in 1790. This also explains why the tree on 
�K�L�V�� �E�R�R�N�S�O�D�W�H�� �L�V�� �F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �S�O�D�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �À�R�Z�H�U�V���� �2�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�K�L�H�O�G�� �D�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W��
arms of Stanley, �$�U�J�H�Q�W���R�Q���D���E�H�Q�G���D�]�X�U�H���W�K�U�H�H���V�W�D�J�¶�V���K�H�D�G�V���F�D�E�R�V�K�H�G���R�U, quartering at 
three those of John’s mother the heiress Margaret Owen of Penrhos, Gules a chevron 
between three lions rampant or. The impaled Holroyd arms are �$�]�X�U�H���R�Q���D���I�H�V�V���G�D�Q�F�H�W�W�\��
�D�U�J�H�Q�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�U�H�H���J�U�L�I�¿�Q�V���S�D�V�V�D�Q�W���D�V���P�D�Q�\���H�V�F�D�O�O�R�S�V���J�X�O�H�V. Given great prominence 
is the ancient eagle and child crest of Stanley which had been in use since the fourteenth 
century, and which the author has argued elsewhere was probably based on an Arthurian 
story told at the court of Richard II.65 The baronets of Alderley were descended from the 
1st Lord Stanley, Sir Thomas Stanley, K.G (d. 1459), the progenitor of their line being 
a younger brother of the 1st Earl of Derby who received his earldom from Henry VII in 
gratitude for his betrayal of Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth. The family motto Sans 
changer is in the lower part of the bookplate, while attached to the tree are two separate 
latin inscriptions: �1�D�P���S�R�Y�H���P�R�[���S�D�W�H�D�Q�W���³�)�R�U���V�R�R�Q���W�K�H�\���Z�L�O�O���E�H���U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G�´���D�Q�G���0�L�K�L���W�H��
duce luminis ortus���� �³�O�H�D�G���P�H���W�R���W�K�H���U�L�V�L�Q�J�� �O�L�J�K�W���´���7�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���P�H�V�V�D�J�H��
�V�H�H�P�V���F�O�H�D�U���D�V���L�W���L�V���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���D�E�R�Y�H���D���U�L�V�L�Q�J���V�X�Q�����E�X�W���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���P�L�J�K�W���E�H���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�H�G��
in a number of ways. In view of John’s botanical interest it might well be an allusion to 
new species being discovered, in which case the rising light could be the birth of new 
�V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H��

NICHOLLS
�+�H�U�H���Z�H�� �K�D�Y�H���R�X�U�� �¿�U�V�W���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I�� �D�� �K�H�U�D�O�G�L�F�� �E�R�R�N�S�O�D�W�H���W�D�N�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H���I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �D�Q���D�Q�W�L�T�X�H��
mural tablet [Figure 16].66 There is a twentieth century example in the Collection of the 
herald Michael Maclagan, which takes the form of a contemporary mural monument, as 
has been described elsewhere.67 Twin messages were being conveyed by the placement 
of the arms of Charles Nichols �������������������������L�Q���D�Q���D�Q�W�L�T�X�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�����¿�U�V�W�O�\���W�K�D�W���K�H���F�D�P�H��
from a long-established gentry family; and secondly, that he had an interest in antiquarian 
matters. The explanation for what at that time was an unusual design is that the artist and 
etcher, John Sell Cotman (1782-1842), was not in the business of producing bookplates, 
and no other ex-libris has been attributed to him. The connection between the two men 
was the port of Great Yarmouth in Norfolk where Nichols had established a private 
boarding and day school for the gentry in 1802, and where Cotman was employed from 
1812 to 1818 as a drawing master for the daughters of the local banker Dawson Turner.68 
In this period Cotman was sketching Norfolk antiquities, his employer being especially 
interested in examples of datable medieval architecture. This led to various published 
works, notably �$���V�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���H�W�F�K�L�Q�J�V���L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�L�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�W�L�T�X�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���1�R�U�I�R�O�N��
���/�R�Q�G�R�Q�������������������7�K�H���\�H�D�U���R�I���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�S�O�D�W�H�����������������L�V���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�D�W���L�W���P�D�U�N�H�G���D���J�U�H�D�W��
civic celebration in Yarmouth to mark the downfall and abdication of Napoleon, for 

64  Adeane 1899, op. cit, pp. 93-4.
65  Paul A. Fox, Great Cloister, a lost Canterbury Tale (Oxford, 2020), pp. 608-610.
66 ���3�R�U�W�H�R�X�V���&�R�O�O�����Y�R�O�������������W�K�H���F�D�W�D�O�R�J�X�H���H�Q�W�U�\���I�R�U���)�U�D�Q�N�V���������������F�R�Q�¿�U�P�V���W�K�D�W���&�R�W�P�D�Q���Z�D�V���W�K�H���D�U�W�L�V�W��
67  Brian North Lee, Some Bookplates of Heralds (Bookplate Society, 2003), p. 96.
68  Sydney D. Kitson, The Life of John Sell Cotman (London, 1937), chapter 8, pp. 155-168; for Nichols see 
Charles John Palmer, The perlustration of Great Yarmouth, 3 vols (Great Yarmouth, 1874), vol. 2, pp. 176-7. 
�3�D�O�P�H�U���V�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���&�R�W�P�D�Q���K�D�G���³�H�W�F�K�H�G���I�R�U���1�L�F�K�R�O�V���D���V�K�L�H�O�G���R�I���D�U�P�V�´���E�X�W���D�G�G�V���U�H�J�U�H�W�I�X�O�O�\���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H���S�O�D�W�H���L�V��
�O�R�V�W�´��
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Figure 16: bookplate of Charles Nichols by John Sell Cotman. 72x53mm.
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which Cotman was asked to make sketches to illustrate a commemorative book.69 Since 
those times Nichols’s name has become forgotten while Cotman’s star has ascended as 
one of the most notable artists of the Norwich School. What can be gleaned about Nichols 
is that he was born at Harleston in Norfolk and was notable as a teacher of Greek and 
Latin. He is said to have been a friend of Dr Samuel Vince (1750-1821) who had been 
�¿�U�V�W���D���V�F�K�R�R�O�E�R�\���D�Q�G���O�D�W�H�U���D���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���1�L�F�K�R�O�V���D�W���+�D�U�O�H�V�W�R�Q����
had been awarded both the Copley Medal and the fellowship of the Royal Society, and 
had then become the Professor of Astronomy at Cambridge in 1796, a post which he 
held until his death.70 Nichols owned the old Turner family home which had belonged to 
Dawson Turner’s father, the Revd Francis Turner.71 Nichols’s personal library is alluded 
to in his will, which reveals him to have been a wealthy man who also owned land at 
Halvergate on the Norfolk Broads and at Browston in Suffolk.72 His arms, �$�U�J�H�Q�W���R�Q���D��
�F�K�H�Y�U�R�Q���D�]�X�U�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�U�H�H���O�\�Q�[�¶�V���K�H�D�G�V���V�D�E�O�H���D�V���P�D�Q�\���F�U�H�V�F�H�Q�W�V���H�U�P�L�Q�H (without the 
canton sable that he bore for difference) were recorded in the Norfolk Visitations.73 

STRICKLAND
While the slightly earlier bookplate of Charles Nicholls features an ancient mural tablet, 
that of Jarrard Edward Strickland (1782-1844), although medieval in form [Figure 17], 
is contemporary in its heraldry, since Strickland’s arms are impaled with those of his 
wife Anne Cholmeley (1786-1829).74 Thus, in the desire of client and designer to have 
something medieval was created something incongruous, the tomb of a living person on 
his bookplate. The designer was another famous antiquarian artist, Thomas Willement 
(1786-1871), with this bookplate being one of his earliest known. Fincham gives it an 
approximate date of 1820. Willement was the son of the herald painter to the Duke of 
York, another Thomas Willement (1761-1826), and worked with his father at his business 
near Oxford Street in London until he himself took over in 1822. He became herald 
painter to George IV, and we remember him today both for his heraldic books, beginning 
with Regal Heraldry in 1821, and for the wonderful heraldic stained glass which he 
produced for many great houses from 1812 onwards. Willement worked with some of the 
great architects of his time, for instance from 1827 with Anthony Salvin (1799-1882).75 
He designed a bookplate for Salvin, which might well be relevant to Strickland’s choice 
of Willement, the architect being Jarrard’s fourth cousin. This might sound a little distant 
(it was Jarrard’s great grandmother Ann who was a Salvin) but the family name Jarrard 
came from the Salvin family, and it is probable that the cousins were acquainted. 

Jarrard Strickland inherited a love of heraldry from his mother Cecilia Townley 
�Z�K�R���K�D�G���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�G���L�Q���������������Z�L�W�K���K�H�U���¿�U�V�W���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���6�W�U�L�F�N�O�D�Q�G�����D���P�D�Q�X�V�F�U�L�S�W��
with 128 painted quarterings of their combined arms for their home at Sizergh Castle 
in Cumberland.76 The person who undertook the necessary research for this was 
Cecilia’s kinsman Charles Townley, then Clarenceux, and later Garter King of Arms. 

69 Kitson, op. cit., pp. 182-3.
70 Anita McConnell ‘Samuel Vince (1749-1821)’, New DNB.
71 Palmer, op. cit., pp. 174-77.
72 TNA PROB 11/1983/21. He made three codicils to his will of 1837 between 1839 and 1843. He was 
married in 1809 to Ann Reynolds who predeceased him and there were no surviving children.
73 Walter Rye (ed.), The Visitations of Norfolk, Harl. Soc. vol 32 (London, 1891), p. 209.
74 Porteous Coll. vol. 1; Franks 28409.
75 Stanley A. Shepherd, ‘Thomas Willement (1786-1871)’, New DNB.
76 Daniel Scott, �7�K�H���6�W�U�L�F�N�O�D�Q�G�V���R�I���6�L�]�H�U�J�K���&�D�V�W�O�H (Kendal, 1908), p. 200.
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The Strickland family were Recusant Catholics and Jacobites, Jarrard’s great grandfather 
Walter Strickland (d. 1714) having been Groom of the Bedchamber to the Old Pretender 
at Saint-Germain-en-Laye. Jarrard was educated at the English Catholic College in 
Lisbon from 1791, and then in 1799, being a younger son, was apprenticed to an attorney 
�L�Q�� �/�R�Q�G�R�Q���� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �V�H�Q�W�� �L�Q�� ���������� �D�V�� �D�� �F�D�G�H�W�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �(�D�V�W�� �,�Q�G�L�D�� �&�R�P�S�D�Q�\��
in Bombay. He returned home as a lieutenant in 1808, marrying Anne Cholmeley 
(whose mother was a Howard) in London in 1814. His later career was as the land 
agent for the Catholic Viscount Dillon in Ireland, who provided Loughglynn House in 
Co. Roscommon for his use. The arms on the bookplate are Quarterly 1+4 Sable three 

Figure 17: bookplate of Jarrard Edward Strickland. 103x90mm.
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escallops argent (Strickland), 2+3 �$�U�J�H�Q�W�� �E�L�O�O�H�W�W�\�� �D�� �I�H�V�V�� �G�D�Q�F�H�W�W�\�� �� �V�D�E�O�H (Deincourt); 
impaling Gules in chief two helmets and in base a garb or (Cholmeley). The crest is a 
holly bush. The quartered arms of Strickand with Deincourt were recorded by Dugdale 
in 1664 for Walter Strickand (d.1569) from the Strickland Chapel of Kendal church.77 
The Strickland arms were correctly within a bordure engrailed argent, but the rendering 
on the bookplate is a valid piece of antiquarianism. The Deincourt quartering is from the 
marriage of an ancestor to the heiress Elizabeth Deincourt c. 1239. Although the arms of 
the main Deincourt line �$�]�X�U�H���E�L�O�O�H�W�W�\���D�Q�G���D���I�H�V�V���G�D�Q�F�H�W�W�\���R�U��date to the mid-thirteenth 
century78, their arms as used by the Stricklands are essentially attributed, and thus the 
tinctures vary. Sometimes they have been given as Sable billetty and a fess or. A painted 
version of the bookplate design, likely executed by Willement, can be seen close to 
the sitter’s right hand on the portrait of Jarrard by his daughter Harriet which is now at 
Sizergh Castle.

HAWKINS
It is interesting to compare two contrasting variations on an architectural theme engraved 
by the same company for two brothers in the early 1830s. The brothers were Henry 
Montonnier Hawkins (1805-1871) and his younger sibling Robert Ralph Augustus 
Hawkins (1814-1869). The family’s country seat of The Gaer was in the parish of St 
Woolos, Monmouthshire, but the father of the brothers, Dr Anthony Montonnier Hawkins 
M.D. (d.1833) had been a London physician, and their widowed mother Jane was still 
maintaining a house at 10 Montagu Place, Marylebone in 1851. Thus it was to a London 
engraver, William West, of 35 Margaret Street, that the brothers both went.79 The more 
satisfactory of the two bookplates from the heraldic perspective is that of Robert [Figure 
18], which can be dated between October 1832, when he matriculated at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, and 1837, when he took his B.A. He was subsequently admitted to Lincoln’s 
�,�Q�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �K�L�V�� �E�R�R�N�S�O�D�W�H�� �Z�D�V�� �D�P�H�Q�G�H�G�� �W�R�� �U�H�À�H�F�W�� �K�L�V�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �R�I�� �G�R�P�L�F�L�O�H��80 That of the 
elder brother [Figure 19] probably dates before his marriage in February 1835 to Jane 
Fenwick of Longwitton Hall in Northumberland. Since Jane’s mother was a Manners and 
a relation of the Duke of Rutland there would surely have been some heraldic allusion to 
her ancestral arms had the bookplate post-dated this happy event.81 It seems likely that 
the commissioning of the bookplates was prompted in some way by the death of their 
father in 1833. 

�7�D�N�L�Q�J�� �5�R�E�H�U�W�¶�V�� �S�O�D�W�H�� �¿�U�V�W���� �Z�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�� �V�K�L�H�O�G�� �W�K�H�� �D�Q�F�H�V�W�U�D�O�� �D�U�P�V�� �S�O�X�V��
�¿�Y�H���T�X�D�U�W�H�U�L�Q�J�V���G�H�U�L�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�Z�R���K�H�L�U�H�V�V�H�V�����7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���K�H�L�U�H�V�V�����U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���D�W���T�X�D�U�W�H�U�������L�V��
his grandmother Florence Seys, daughter and coheir of William Seys of the Gaer, Sable 
a chevron between three spear heads argent (for Seys). The second heiress, recalled at 
quarter 3 is his mother Jane Nicholl of Tredunnock, with the arms Sable three pheons 

77 Edward Bellasis, ‘Strickland of Sizergh’, �7�U�D�Q�V�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�X�P�E�H�U�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���:�H�V�W�P�R�U�H�O�D�Q�G���$�Q�W�L�T�X�D�U�L�D�Q��
�D�Q�G���$�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���6�R�F�L�H�W�\ vol. 10 (1889), pp. 75-94 (75-6).
78 Fox, Great Cloister, op. cit., pp. 262-3.
79 Fincham p. 105 has West active between around 1830 and 1846, and dates his work for the Hawkins 
brothers to 1830, which is clearly an approximation. The bookplates are Franks 14152 and 14164. Both are in 
Porteous Coll. vol. 1.
80 Franks 14161.
81 Jane died of complications of pregnancy shortly after the birth of their daughter Jane Henrietta in 
December 1835.



131

BOOKPLATES

�)�L�J�X�U�H����������bookplate of Robert Ralph Augustus Hawkins by William West. 123x94mm.
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�)�L�J�X�U�H����������bookplate of Henry Montonnier Hawkins by William West. 120x93mm.
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argent (for Nicholl) followed by her three ancestral quarterings of Morgan, Herbert and 
Perrot.82 The paternal arms of Hawkins, �$�U�J�H�Q�W���R�Q���D���V�D�O�W�L�U�H���V�D�E�O�H���¿�Y�H���À�H�X�U�V���G�H���O�L�V���R�U, were 
then of some antiquity, being those of an old Kentish knightly family formerly residing 
in the parish of Boughton-under-Blean, a church in which many of their monuments 
were recorded in the eighteenth century, with the arms being noted there in 1614 by John 
Philipott from the brass of Thomas Hawkins (d.1553).83 The family being at that time 
Recusant, in 1715 their home of Nash Court in Boughton was plundered and torched in 
response to the Jacobite rising of that year.84 The family must have been at least nominally 
�$�Q�J�O�L�F�D�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H���Q�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q�W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���I�R�U���'�U���$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\���+�D�Z�N�L�Q�V���D�Q�G���P�R�V�W���R�I��
his sons to have attended university.

�7�K�H���N�Q�L�J�K�W�O�\���H�I�¿�J�L�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���V�K�L�H�O�G���R�I���5�R�E�H�U�W�¶�V���E�R�R�N�S�O�D�W�H���U�H�S�H�D�W���V�K�L�H�O�G�V��
1,2,5 and 6, while for balance the crests are those of 1,3,4,5 and 6. Henry has opted for 
the same crests, but has added three earlier quarterings for his grandmother and two for 
his mother. He has rather overdone things with the addition of six knights who likely 
had some perceived link with his ancestors, plus six further shield which stand for noble 
houses of Wales. The effect is not visually displeasing but is heraldically questionable. 
Henry’s mother was the informant for a good deal of high blown speculation about the 
origins of the family ancestors which appeared in �%�X�U�N�H�¶�V���/�D�Q�G�H�G���*�H�Q�W�U�\ in 1852.85

BROWN 
Here we have our second antique mural tablet, a form adopted here because this is a 
presentation bookplate commissioned for the architect John Brown (1805-1876) in 1840 
when he was honorary Secretary of the Royal Institute of British Architects, whose 
arms appear at the top [Figure 20].86 The wording of the commemorative inscription 
is “presented to their esteemed friend and secretary by the members of the I.O. Book 
�&�O�X�E���´���,�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H�V�H���Z�R�U�G�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�V���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���F�O�X�E�E�H�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���W�R���S�D�\���I�R�U��
the artwork and engraving, which were undertaken by John Cleghorn (1818-1881) who 
resided in Fulham, and who is best known for his architectural engravings, although in 
the census he described himself an artist and Professor of water-colouring and painting. 
His known bookplates date 1840-60. This is a nice piece of work, but the arms are 
�H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\���E�R�J�X�V�����W�K�H���W�K�U�H�H���P�D�O�O�H�W�V���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���S�H�U�K�D�S�V���E�H�H�Q���F�K�R�V�H�Q���W�R���U�H�À�H�F�W���W�K�H���P�R�W�W�R���E�H�O�R�Z��
vi et virtute�����³�Z�L�W�K���I�R�U�F�H���D�Q�G���S�R�Z�H�U���´

The presence of a second motto above is a feature of Scots heraldry, and is in fact 
an amalgamation of the mottoes of two Scottish clans �$�O�W�H�U�D���P�H�U�F�H�V (Maclean) “another 
�U�H�Z�D�U�G�´���D�Q�G��Clarior hinc honos�����%�X�F�K�D�Q�D�Q�������³�K�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���K�R�Q�R�X�U�´�����Z�K�L�F�K���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U��

82 At 4 is Morgan of Tymawr, �2�U���D���J�U�L�I�¿�Q���V�H�J�U�H�D�Q�W���V�D�E�O�H, at 5 is Herbert of Magor, �3�D�U�W�\���S�H�U���S�D�O�H���D�]�X�U�H���D�Q�G��
gules, three lions rampant argent, and at 6 Perrot of Llandegveth, Gules three pears or, on a chief argent a 
demi-lion issuant sable, armed gules.
83 Philip Parsons, �7�K�H���P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���S�D�L�Q�W�H�G���J�O�D�V�V���R�I���X�S�Z�D�U�G���R�I���R�Q�H���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���F�K�L�H�À�\���L�Q���W�K�H���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q��
part of Kent (Canterbury, 1794) pp. 86-88. Philipott’s notes are �%�/���0�6���(�J�H�U�W�R�Q�����������D, f.21r, published in 
�.�H�Q�W���5�H�F�R�U�G�V���D���6�H�Y�H�Q�W�H�H�Q�W�K���&�H�Q�W�X�U�\���0�L�V�F�H�O�O�D�Q�\ (Ashford, 1960), p. 102.
84 Edward Hasted, The History and Topographical Survey of the County of Kent (Canterbury, 1798), vol. 7, 
pp. 9-11.
85 BLG 1852, pp. 927-929. Here the Hawkins family are an adjunct to Nicholl of Tredunnock. Jane was 
similarly the head of the family of Nicholl as listed in Burke’s Commoners of 1838, vol 4, pp. 649-652, but 
here without the Hawkins pedigree.
86 Porteous Coll. vol 3; Franks 3991-3 (twice reworked).
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Figure 20: bookplate of John Brown by John Cleghorn. 124x85mm.
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�J�L�Y�H���³�W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���U�H�Z�D�U�G���L�V���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���K�R�Q�R�X�U���´
John Brown was a scion of an important Norwich family, but one who, according 

to Walter Rye, claimed no heraldry.87 In Victorian times one of the architect’s kinsmen 
still held an original grant of 1480 made to Christopher Brown of Leicester with the 
arms Party per bend argent and sable three mascles voided or, countercharged, and the 
motto aprendre amourir.88���-�R�K�Q���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W���L�Q���K�L�V���I�D�P�L�O�\�����K�L�V���X�Q�F�O�H���:�L�O�O�L�D�P��
Brown of Ipswich (1778-1851) having followed the same occupation.89 Although brought 
up in Yarmouth he was able to make use of strong family links in Norwich where his 
uncle Crisp (or Crispin) Brown was mayor in 1817, and where another uncle, the Revd. 
James Brown, M.A., was the chaplain of Norwich castle 1825-52 and an honorary canon 
of Norwich Cathedral 1849-56.90

By 1856 John was surveyor of the County of Norfolk, and ran his business between 
Norwich and London.91 He married Harriet Tuthill of Southwood in Norfolk in 1829, and 
by 1841 his by then large family was residing in Norwich supported by four servants, 
although John himself was away on business on the day when the census was taken. In 
���������� �K�H���K�D�G���R�I�¿�F�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���1�R�U�I�R�O�N���&�K�D�P�E�H�U�V���D�W�����������7�K�H���6�W�U�D�Q�G���L�Q���/�R�Q�G�R�Q���� �-�R�K�Q���D�Q�G��
Harriet’s son John Henry Brown had become the Norwich Cathedral architect by 1881. 
John senior died at the family home in Chelsea in 1876.92

FITCH
An exact contemporary of John Brown was another Norwich denizen who was the 
author of a book on the medieval gates of Norwich, Robert Fitch, F.G.S., F.S.A. (1802-
1895).93 It comes as no surprise that this historian would have chosen a bookplate which 
incorporates medieval architectural motifs [Figure 21].94 The bookplate was designed 
�L�Q���W�K�H�����������V���E�\���:�D�O�W�H�U���³�:�D�W�´���+�D�J�U�H�H�Q���������������������������Z�K�R���D�V�V�L�V�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���V�R�P�H���R�I���)�L�W�F�K�¶�V��
publications, and was an anastatic printing on pale blue paper, a lithographic process 
on zinc invented by Rudolf Appel a few years previously.95 For many decades from 
1827 Fitch ran a chemist’s shop in Norwich. He had a passion for collecting fossils and 
antiquities, of which he assembled an impressive collection which was bequeathed to 

87 Walter Rye, Norfolk Families, 2 vols (Norwich 1911-13), vol. 1, pp. 72-3.
88 Charles John Palmer, The perlustration of Great Yarmouth, 3 vols (Great Yarmouth, 1872-5), vol. 2, p. 267. 
The full text of the letters patent is printed in Willoughby A. Littledale (ed.), ‘A collection of miscellaneous 
grants’, �+�D�U�O�����6�R�F�� vol. 76 (1925), pp. 41-2.
89 Howard Colvin, �$���%�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O���'�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\���R�I���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�V��������������������, 3rd ed. (New Haven, 1995), 
�S���������������7�K�L�V���V�R�X�U�F�H���X�Q�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�O�\���U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���K�L�V���Q�H�S�K�H�Z�����³�1�R�U�Z�L�F�K�¶�V���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D�Q���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�´���D�V���5�R�E�H�U�W��
Brown.
90 J.A.Venn, �$�O�X�P�Q�L���&�D�Q�W�D�E�U�L�J�L�H�Q�V�H�V����The links in John Brown’s pedigree are established by the place 
and year of birth supplied by the 1871 census for Chelsea, with his brother James William Brown (born in 
Yarmouth 1808) having been present at John’s wedding to Harriet Tuthill. One of John’s sisters, born at 
Yarmouth in 1812, was baptised Christiana Cossey Brown, after her grandmother Christian Cossey, who 
married Crisp Brown at Mendham in Suffolk in 1767. 
91 On his marriage licence of 1829 he was a resident of St George’s Bloomsbury.
92 National Probate Register 1877. He died at 15 Gertrude Street, Chelsea on 8th Sept 1876, having been born 
in Yarmouth on 5th Aug 1805.
93 Robert Fitch, Views of the Gates of Norwich (Norwich, 1861).
94 Marshall-Pierson Coll.
95 Franks 11518. John Blatchly, ‘Two unusual architectural armorials by another Hagreen’, Bookplate Society 
Newsletter, vol XIV, pp. 43-45. The author is grateful Anthony Pincott for this information.
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�W�K�H���1�R�U�Z�L�F�K���&�D�V�W�O�H���0�X�V�H�X�P�����,�W���Z�D�V���K�L�V���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���D�V���D���J�H�R�O�R�J�L�V�W���Z�K�L�F�K���¿�U�V�W���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���K�L�P��
to the attention of academia. He was elected as a Fellow of the Geological Society in 
1844, and between 1849 and 1851 he corresponded with Charles Darwin, providing the 
naturalist with fossils that were important in the development of his theories on evolution 
later published in the Origin of Species.96 Fitch was a founder member and long-serving 
�R�I�¿�F�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�I�R�O�N���D�Q�G���1�R�U�Z�L�F�K���$�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���6�R�F�L�H�W�\�����V�K�H�U�L�I�I���R�I���1�R�U�Z�L�F�K���L�Q��������������
and also a J.P. there. He was not by established descent entitled to use arms of Fitch of 
Hudsell in Essex that appear on his bookplate, �9�H�U�W���D���F�K�H�Y�U�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�U�H�H���O�H�R�S�D�U�G�¶�V��
faces or. His estate at death was worth £31,995. His surviving younger son John Robert 
Fitch carried on his work as a chemist in the Market Place of Norwich.

96  Thaddeus J. Trenn, ‘Charles Darwin, Fossil Cirripedes, and Robert Fitch: presenting sixteen hitherto 
unpublished Darwin letters of 1849 to 1851’, in �3�U�R�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J�V���R�I���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���3�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�L�F�D�O���6�R�F�L�H�W�\ (1974) 
vol. 118, no. 5, pp. 471-491.

Figure 21�����E�R�R�N�S�O�D�W�H���R�I���5�R�E�H�U�W���)�L�U�F�K���E�\���:�D�O�W�H�U���³�:�D�W�´���+�D�J�U�H�H�Q���������[�����P�P��
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BOYD  
It is interesting to compare two bookplates created only a few years apart for a father and 
his daughter. Although both are in the form of a medieval seal, the earlier of the two, that 
of the daughter Julia Boyd (1846-1892) takes architecture as its inspiration, whereas that 
of her father Edward Fenwick Boyd (1810-89) is more conventional. Before describing 
the bookplates it is instructive to understand the nature of the relationship between father 
and daughter. Edward was a colliery manager who married his wife Ann Anderson 
in 1841. She was from an armigerous Northumberland gentry family. They had four 
children, of whom Julia (baptised Juliana Fenwick Boyd) was the eldest. Of the three 
sons, one became a solicitor, one a mining engineer, and one a barrister. Following the 
death of her mother in 1861 Julia remained at home in Moor House, Leamside, Co. 
�'�X�U�K�D�P���³�D�V���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�R�W�H�G���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�R�Q���R�I���K�H�U���I�D�W�K�H�U���X�Q�W�L�O���K�L�V���G�H�D�W�K���L�Q�������������´97 
She was a keen antiquarian and genealogist, a collector of books and bookplates, took 
an interest in politics, frequently attended the meetings of the Society of Antiquaries 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne (of which she was ultimately elected a fellow) and in 1886 
published a book on the engraver Thomas Bewick, whose oeuvre had included heraldic 
bookplates.98 This was dedicated to her father.

          In 1877 she chose to have her own bookplate [Figure 2299] made by John 
Henry Le Keux (1812-1896) who had engraved plates for John Ruskin’s Stones of 
Venice, and who in 1864 fortuitously moved to Durham, where he remained for the rest 
of his life. Le Keux was the son of another engraver, John Le Keux (1783-1846), and 
studied under James Basire III in London. He exhibited architectural drawings at the 
Royal Academy in the period 1853-65. In all probability Julia chose him because she 
sought the architectural look, but alternatively the style of her bookplate might have 
been borne from his own artistic background. We might suspect that she also had a 
hand in the creation of a bookplate for her father circa1880 [Figure 23100], as a typical 
bookplate enthusiast wanting to try out a different artist. This bookplate was engraved, 
or at least commissioned through, Thomas Moring (1819-1884) of 44 High Holborn, 
London, whose primary occupation was that of seal engraver, but who also created 
commemorative medals, and who exhibited as an artist in the Royal Academy summer 
exhibitions of 1840-46.101 His son Alexander also trained as a seal engraver and in 1895 
set up as a printer with the De La More Press, which published an edition of his father’s 
bookplates, albeit that some were actually by other engravers.102  

         The arms and crest are those of the ancient Scottish family of Boyd, �$�]�X�U�H���D��
fess checky argent and gules, differenced with lozenges, which on the father’s bookplate 

97  �'�X�U�K�D�P���&�R�X�Q�W�\���$�G�Y�H�U�W�L�V�H�U, 8th April 1892, p. 8.
98  Julia Boyd, Bewick gleanings (Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1886). Note the bookplates on pp. 66-68 which were 
from her personal collection.
99  Marshall-Pierson Coll. B218; Franks 3369.
100  Marshall-Pierson Coll. B217; Franks 3358; Fincham p. 67.
101  The beginning of Moring’s career can be followed in the census. In 1841, age 22 he was lodging in 
Brompton, Kensington and working as a seal engraver. In 1851 he was living with his father John Moring, a 
turner, in Battersea, and by 1861 he was at 44 Holborn, his primary occupation still  given as seal engraver.
102  Alexander Moring (ed.), �2�Q�H���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���E�R�R�N�S�O�D�W�H�V���H�Q�J�U�D�Y�H�G���R�Q���Z�R�R�G���E�\���7�K�R�P�D�V���0�R�U�L�Q�J (London, 1900).
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Top, Figure 22: bookplate of Julia Boyd by John Henry Le Keux, 70x71mm; bottom, 
Figure 23: bookplate of Julia’s father Edward Fenwick Boyd by Thomas Moring.
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impale Anderson quartering Anderson.103 On Julia’s bookplate the Boyd fess looks 
�L�Q�G�H�Q�W�H�G���� �E�X�W�� �K�H�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�W�L�V�W���K�D�V�� �H�U�U�H�G�����$�I�W�H�U�� �G�H�D�W�K�� �U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G�� �-�X�O�L�D�� �I�U�R�P�� �K�H�U�� �¿�O�L�D�O�� �G�X�W�L�H�V��
she removed her extensive collections to a new home in Gainford, and in August 1890 
set off travelling the world, accompanied only by her maid. She visited Melbourne 
and Tasmania, Fiji and other South Sea islands, and had just concluded an extensive 
�H�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q���V�K�H���G�L�H�G���L�Q���$�X�F�N�O�D�Q�G���L�Q���������������$���O�H�Q�J�W�K�\���R�E�L�W�X�D�U�\���R�I��
her was published in the �'�X�U�K�D�P���&�R�X�Q�W�\���$�G�Y�H�U�W�L�V�H�U. 

103  Gules three trees argent was granted to Anderson of Newcastle in 1615, here differenced with three 
martlets argent in fess; �2�U���R�Q���D���F�K�H�Y�U�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�U�H�H���K�D�Z�N�¶�V���K�H�D�G�V���H�U�D�V�H�G���V�D�E�O�H���D�V���P�D�Q�\���D�F�R�U�Q�V���V�O�L�S�S�H�G���R�U����
on a canton sable three martlets argent, was granted to Anderson of Newcastle in the reign of Edward VI. 
The Boyd crest as seen here is ascribed in Fairbairn to Julia’s brother George Fenwick Boyd (1849-1909).

Figure 24: bookplate of the Ven. Dr William Bree. 63x63mm.
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BREE   
Of similar date to the bookplate of Julia Boyd, and similarly of a quasi-architectural 
seal type, we have that of the Ven. Dr William Bree, M.A., D.D. (1822-1917), Rector of 
Allesley in Warwickshire, by an unknown artist [Figure 24].104 The arms being those of 
�%�U�H�H���L�P�S�D�O�L�Q�J���'�X�N�H�����I�R�U���W�K�H���F�O�H�U�L�F�¶�V���¿�U�V�W���Z�L�I�H���0�D�U�\�����������������������������G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���5�H�Y�G����
Edward Duke, whom he married in 1853, the bookplate must date before his second 
marriage to Sophy Adele Biggs in 1889, and presumably also predates his appointment 
as Archdeacon of Coventry in 1887.105 It is interesting to note that his family held the 
rectorship of Allesley continually from 1749, his father the Revd William Thomas Bree 
(1786-1863) having been rector there from 1823. 

RYLANDS
William Harry Rylands, F.S.A. (1847-1922) on becoming a freeman of the �:�R�U�V�K�L�S�I�X�O��
�&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���R�I���0�D�V�R�Q�V in 1894 decided that he needed to celebrate with a new bookplate 
[Figure 25].106 He was an extraordinarily energetic antiquarian who edited many volumes 
of Visitation and other heraldic material for the Harleian Society, of which he became 
chairman. This in no way represented the boundary of his interests as he was secretary of 
the �6�R�F�L�H�W�\���R�I���%�L�E�O�L�F�D�O���$�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�\ and closely involved with the �3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�H���(�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
Fund. He is said to have been an accomplished artist, notably in the drawing of ancient 
monuments, and given the architectural theme, it is likely that he designed this bookplate 
himself.107 The reason for his excitement on becoming a freeman of the Masons was that 
he was already a senior freemason and took a keen interest in the history of his order. 
The banners are the family arms as granted to his father in 1877 (top left), the �:�R�U�V�K�L�S�I�X�O��
�&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���R�I���0�D�V�R�Q�V (top right), the city of London where he resided, and of which he 
was now a freeman (bottom left), and the �6�R�F�L�H�W�\�� �R�I�� �$�Q�W�L�T�X�D�U�L�H�V (bottom right). The 
architecture is entirely imaginary and somewhat fantastic, and might have been inspired 
by a monumental piece of silver tableware. By a strange coincidence, given that Harry’s 
elder brother Paul lived in Birkenhead, the huge tower topped with a great bird with its 
wings outstretched somewhat presages the Royal Liver Building in Liverpool of 1908-
11, topped with its Liver birds. 
     The arms of the Cheshire family have a slightly unexpected history. In the 1870s 
it was realised that they had been using assumed arms, a situation which needed to be 
regularised, but how best to go about it?  The matter was discussed with Sir Bernard 
�%�X�U�N�H�����Z�K�R���L�Q���K�L�V���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���D�V���8�O�V�W�H�U���.�L�Q�J���R�I���$�U�P�V���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���K�D�S�S�\���W�R���F�R�Q�¿�U�P���W�K�H��
existing usage, and in 1875 issued letters patent to that effect to Paul Rylands, supplying 
for him an address in Dublin.108 The arms granted were Quarterly 1 &4, Per fess dancetty 
�R�U���D�Q�G���J�X�O�H�V���������	�������H�U�P�L�Q�H�����R�Q���D�Q���L�Q�H�V�F�X�W�F�K�H�R�Q���R�U���D���J�U�L�I�¿�Q���S�D�V�V�D�Q�W���Y�H�U�W. The father of 
Harry and Paul, Thomas Grazebrook Rylands F.S.A. (a notable collector of rare books 
and manuscripts), commissioned a bookplate of these arms from the monk Dom Anselm 

104  Marshall-Pierson Coll.; Franks 3601.
105  The Archdeacon’s obituary is in the Coventry Evening Telegraph 29th Jan 1917 p. 2.
106  Marshall-Pierson Coll.
107 For his obituary see Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire vol. 74 (1922), pp. 
149-151.
108  The original document is now in the archive of the Institute of Heraldic and Genealogical Studies in 
Canterbury.
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Figure 25: bookplate of William Harry Rylands, probably designed by himself in 1894.
136x82mm.
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Figure 26: bookplate of J. Paul Rylands by Dom Anselm Baker.
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Baker. The intention must have been to take the grant to the College of Arms and have 
it registered in England, but Garter Woods declined to grant the arms as requested, and 
at the centre of the shield instead of the inescutcheon was placed �$���I�H�V�V���D�]�X�U�H���W�K�H�U�H�R�Q���D��
�J�U�L�I�¿�Q���S�D�V�V�D�Q�W���U�H�J�D�U�G�D�Q�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�Z�R���À�H�X�U�V���G�H���O�L�V���R�U. The motto was also changed. Dom 
Anselm then reworked the plate and in the Society’s Collection is the version of this 
made for Harry’s brother J. Paul Rylands F.S.A. (1846-1923) [Figure 26109], a barrister 
who edited a variety of heraldic sources for publication.

WATSON-ARMSTRONG 
The architecture of this bookplate is a testament to the industrial might created by 
the engineer William George Armstrong, F.R.S. (1810-1900) who invented and 
�P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�G���E�R�W�K���W�K�H���K�\�G�U�D�X�O�L�F���F�U�D�Q�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�U�H�H�F�K���O�R�D�G�L�Q�J���$�U�P�V�W�U�R�Q�J���¿�H�O�G���J�X�Q�����,�Q��
1887 he was raised to the peerage as Baron Armstrong of Cragside in Northumberland. 
His great-nephew William Henry Armstrong Fitzpatrick (1863-1941), as the designated 
heir to the vast Armstrong fortune, adopted the name and arms of Armstrong in 1889, 
the same year that he married Winifreda Jane (1860-1914), the daughter of General Sir 
John Miller Adye, G.C.B. (1819-1900). In 1894 Lord Armstrong purchased Bamburgh 
castle in Northumberland and set about restoring it, and thus we see the castle featured 
on Winifreda’s bookplate of 1897 [Figure 27].110 She clearly had an artistic eye, and her 
father the general was noted as both a writer and an artist. While serving as governor of 
Gibraltar in 1883-86 General Adye oversaw the installation of two massive eighteen-
inch bastion guns, each weighing 111 tons, which had been produced by his friend Lord 
Armstrong. Winfreda became Lady Armstrong of Bamburgh and Cragside in 1903 after 
her husband was raised to the peerage, but died at a relatively young age in 1914. The 
Watson-Armstrongs lost their only daughter Winifreda in 1912, but happily their only 
son William survived the trenches of the First World War.The arms are Quarterly 1&4, 
�J�X�O�H�V�� �L�Q�� �I�H�V�V�� �D�� �W�L�O�W�L�Q�J�� �V�S�H�D�U�� �R�U���� �K�H�D�G�H�G�� �D�U�J�H�Q�W���� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�Z�R�� �G�H�[�W�H�U�� �D�U�P�V�� �H�P�E�R�Z�H�G�� �L�Q��
armour (for Armstrong); 2&3, argent a fess embattled counter-battled between two 
crosses botonny in chief and a martlet in base gules (for Watson), impaling �$�]�X�U�H���D���I�H�V�V��
�G�D�Q�F�H�W�W�\���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�U�H�H���F�K�H�U�X�E�L�P�¶�V���K�H�D�G�V���R�U�����I�D�F�H�V���D�U�J�H�Q�W (for Adye).

109  Porteous Coll. vol. 1 and Marshall-Pierson Coll; Franks 25841.
110  Porteous Coll. vol. 35.
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Figure 27: bookplate of Winifreda Jane Watson-Armstrong by J&E Bumpus Ltd 1897. 
126x90mm
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Figure 28: bookplate of Dame Margaret d’Almaine Boord née Mackinlay.
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Figure 29: bookplate of Sir Thomas William Boord, Bart.
by Charles William Sherborn, 1898. 117x90mm.
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Figure 30: bookplate of Harry Percy Boord by Robert Osmond of J.&E. Bumpus Ltd, 
1918. 101x73mm.



148

THE COAT OF ARMS

BOORD 
There are three Boord family plates in the Porteus Collection. Of the three, the one that 
is important here [Figure 28111] in that it displays both heraldry and a garden, is that 
of Dame Margaret d’Almaine Boord née Mackinlay (1842-1918) who married Thomas 
William Boord, F.S.A. (1838-1912) in 1861. He was a gin distiller and Conservative M.P. 
for Greenwich 1873-95, given a baronetcy in 1896, subsequent to which both husband 
and wife had a bookplate made. His [Figure 29112], by Charles William Sherborn (1831-
1912), carries the date 1898, and hers by a different artist, is very likely of similar date.113 
It shows in a form that no longer exists the famous gardens at Wakehurst Place in Sussex 
where they resided. They sold the house to Gerald Loder (later Lord Wakehurst) in 1903 
and he reworked the gardens. Such is their importance that they are now maintained by the 
Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew. A copy of Dame Margaret’s bookplate was found inside 
�W�K�H�������������H�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���5�H�J�L�Q�D�O�G���%�O�R�P�¿�H�O�G�V�¶�V��The Formal Gardens of England, and clearly 
gardening was important to her. Their second son Harry Percy Boord, M.A. (1868-1923), 
who worked for his father, and never married, had his own bookplate engraved in 1918 
by Robert Osmond for J.&E. Bumpus Ltd, whose salesman W.P. Barrett took credit for 
the true engraver’s work [Figure 30].114 The arms �D�U�H���3�H�U���I�H�V�V���D�]�X�U�H���D�Q�G���J�X�O�H�V���D���J�R�D�W�¶�V��
head erased within an orle of eight martlets argent, the crest �$���J�R�D�W���D�U�J�H�Q�W���J�X�W�W�p���G�H���S�R�L�[��
�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�H�[�W�H�U���O�H�J���R�Q���D�Q���H�V�F�X�W�F�K�H�R�Q���J�X�O�H�V���F�K�D�U�J�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���P�D�U�W�O�H�W���D�U�J�H�Q�W��

MARYON-WILSON
Sir Spencer Pocklington Maryon Maryon-Wilson (1859-1944), 11th baronet of 
Eastbourne, was clearly extremely proud of his Jacobean mansion of Charlton House in 
Greenwich which was built 1607-12, and which had come into the family on marriage to 
Jane Weller, the Maryon heiress, in 1767. He commissioned his bookplate [Figure 31115] 
in 1901, at which time Charlton was sustained by a huge household comprising 23 staff. 
The family arms Sable a wolf rampant and in chief three estoiles or, on a canton argent 
a sinister hand gules, have been superimposed on the house by the artist, as has the 
name of the house and its date of purchase; while the central bust is a reconstruction. It 
is not present today, and was not present when the 8th baronet, Sir Thomas (d.1869) was 
photographed by the front door, a picture once owned by Prince Albert, and still in the 
Royal Archive. The First World War brought an end to Charlton as a domestic residence. 
The family moved out in 1916 when the house was converted into a military hospital. 
A massive increase in taxation, combined with rising wages, made the old lifestyle 
unsustainable, and the family never returned. Sir Spencer put the house on the market in 
1919, auctioning off the contents, but it was not sold until 1925 when the Metropolitan 
Borough of Greenwich decided it might make a good town hall.  

111 Porteous Coll. vol. 18.
112 Porteous Coll. vol. 41.
113 Sherborn was one of the great bookplate artists of the Victorian and Edwardian eras, see Charles Davies 
Sherborn, �$���V�N�H�W�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���O�L�I�H���R�I���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���6�K�H�U�E�R�U�Q (London,1912) for rather more than a sketch of 
his father’s life plus a full listing of his work. Dame Margaret’s bookplate appears as plate 15 in Fifty Book 
�3�O�D�W�H�V���(�Q�J�U�D�Y�H�G���R�Q���&�R�S�S�H�U���E�\���7�K�R�P�D�V���0�R�U�L�Q�J, op. cit., but was not necessarily by Moring. The author owes 
this information to Anthony Pincott
114 Porteous Coll. vol. 35.
115 Porteous Coll. vol. 10.
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Figure 31: bookplate of Sir Spencer Pocklington Maryon Maryon-Wilson, Bart. by 
George William Eve, 1901. 140x97mm.
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The year 1901 was an important one for the artist commissioned to design and 
engrave the bookplate, George William Eve (1855-1914), as it marked a very important 
commission: he was asked to design the invitation for the coronation of Edward VII. 
�0�R�U�H�R�Y�H�U�����W�K�L�V���Z�D�V���W�K�H���\�H�D�U���Z�K�H�Q���K�H���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���I�H�O�W���V�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�O�\���V�H�F�X�U�H���W�R���P�D�U�U�\��
Mary Ellen Hopewell. George had been introduced to the College of Arms as a teenage 
artist by his father William Edward Eve (1815-1870), who was himself employed as 
�D�� �K�H�U�D�O�G�� �S�D�L�Q�W�H�U���� �7�K�H�� �G�H�D�W�K�� �R�I�� �K�L�V�� �I�D�W�K�H�U�� �L�Q�� ���������� �U�H�Q�W�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�P�L�O�\�� �D�V�X�Q�G�H�U���� �D�Q�G�� �Z�H�� �¿�Q�G��
George at the age of seventeen living on his own as a boarder in Camberwell, working as 
�D���K�H�U�D�O�G�L�F���D�U�W�L�V�W�����+�H���V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�¿�H�G���L�Q�W�R���H�Q�D�P�H�O�O�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���L�Q�������������Z�D�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�L�Q�J��
himself as an ornamental sign artist. In the catalogue of his works the earliest dated 
bookplate is 1886.116���+�H���O�D�W�H�U���Z�U�R�W�H���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���K�H�D�Y�L�O�\���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�G���L�Q���K�L�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�V���E�\���W�K�H��
sixteenth century bookplates of Albrecht Durer, and by seventeenth century arms of the 
city of London engraved by Richard Wallis.117

In 1897 he came to the attention of the royal household, and Queen Victoria 
commissioned a series of three bookplates from him for the royal library. The Society’s 
collection includes the larger of the three, signed by the artist.118 The bookplates were 
amended for Edward VII in 1902, and a new series produced for George V in 1911.119 
Eve was noticed by the �(�[�� �/�L�E�U�L�V�� �6�R�F�L�H�W�\ and this gained him commissions from the 
United States.120 In 1903 he was elected as a fellow of the Royal Society of Painter-
Etchers. In the 1911 census for Mortlake, Surrey, he described himself as an artist, etcher, 
heraldic designer, and examiner for the Art Board of Education. He continued to work in 
the year of his death, 1914.

DEFOREST
The bookplate of Ethel Catherine Hannah de Forest (1881-1966) marks the very high 
point of her life, the year 1907, when her second son Alaric when born, and when she 
was enjoying the high life in the company of her millionaire playboy husband the Baron 
de Forest. The story of the man who swept her off her feet, Maurice Arnold de Forest 
�������������������������L�V���V�R�P�H�Z�K�D�W���U�H�P�L�Q�L�V�F�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���¿�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���*�U�H�D�W���*�D�W�V�E�\�����+�L�V���G�H���)�R�U�H�V�W���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V��
were American circus artists who both died of typhoid in Istanbul in 1882, whereupon he 
�K�D�G���W�K�H���H�Q�R�U�P�R�X�V���J�R�R�G���I�R�U�W�X�Q�H���W�R���E�H���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���E�\���D���F�K�L�O�G�O�H�V�V���*�H�U�P�D�Q���-�H�Z�L�V�K���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�H�U���D�Q�G��
philanthropist, Baron Moritz de Hirsch (d. 1896) and his wife Clara (d.1899). Maurice 
was educated at Eton College and Christ Church, before inheriting the vast fortune that 
came with Schloss Eichhorn in Moravia. In 1899 the Emperor Franz Joseph created 
him Baron de Forest, and the following year this title was recognised in England by 
�U�R�\�D�O���O�L�F�H�Q�F�H�����,�Q�������������K�L�V���¿�U�V�W���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���Z�D�V���D�Q�Q�X�O�O�H�G���E�\���S�D�S�D�O���G�L�V�S�H�Q�V�D�W�L�R�Q�����$�V���D���U�D�F�L�Q�J��
driver he set a new world speed record of 96 mph in 1903, while the year 1904 saw his 
�P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���W�R���(�W�K�H�O�����Z�K�R���Z�D�V���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���R�I���6�L�U���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���&�D�Q�V�¿�H�O�G���*�H�U�D�U�G�����%�D�U�W������nd 
Baron Gerard of Brin in Lancashire. This brings us back to Ethel’s bookplate [Figure 32] 

116 George H. Viner, �$���'�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�Y�H���F�D�W�D�O�R�J�X�H���R�I���E�R�R�N�S�O�D�W�H�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���D�Q�G���H�W�F�K�H�G���E�\���*�H�R�U�J�H���:�����(�Y�H (Kansas 
City, 1916).
117 George Eve, Heraldry as art (London, 1907), p. 89; �/�R�Q�G�R�Q�¶�V���$�U�P�R�U�\���D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H�O�\���G�H�O�L�Q�H�D�W�H�G (London, 
1677).
118 Porteous Coll. vol. 1.
119 Brian North Lee, British Royal Bookplates (Aldershot, 1992), pp. 68-70, 91-93, 113-14, 170-71.
120 His work for the Queen was noted in the �(�[���/�L�E�U�L�V���-�R�X�U�Q�D�O vol. 9 (1899), p. 60.
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Figure 32: bookplate of Ethel Catherine Hannah de Forest, later Countess de Bendern, 
by W.P. Barrett, 1907.
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which was designed by W.P. Barrett, who proudly exhibited it to the �(�[���/�L�E�U�L�V���6�R�F�L�H�W�\ 
in 1908.121�����7�K�H���F�D�V�W�O�H�����¿�W�W�L�Q�J�O�\���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�H�G���E�\���D���I�R�U�H�V�W�����L�V���6�F�K�O�R�V�V���(�L�F�K�K�R�U�Q�����Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H��
couple’s friend Winston Churchill spent part of his honeymoon. The harts in the border 
are taken from the shield of the Baron de Hirsch, and are a simple canting device. They 
became the supporters of the arms of de Forest.122 The shields in base are Ethel’s paternal 
arms of Gerard, �$�U�J�H�Q�W���D���V�D�O�W�L�U�H���J�X�O�H�V. The paired wings are the crest of de Forest. The 
�F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���F�U�R�Z�Q���L�V���W�K�D�W���R�I���D���*�H�U�P�D�Q���E�D�U�R�Q�����Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���À�H�X�U�V���G�H���O�L�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���7�X�G�R�U���U�R�V�H�V���D�U�H��
�V�L�P�S�O�H���H�P�E�H�O�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�V�����,�Q�������������%�D�U�R�Q���G�H���)�R�U�H�V�W���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���D���S�U�L�]�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�U�D�Q�V��
�$�W�O�D�Q�W�L�F���À�L�J�K�W���E�\���D���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���E�X�L�O�W���D�H�U�R�S�O�D�Q�H�����8�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\���E�\�������������L�W���Z�D�V���E�H�L�Q�J���S�X�W���D�E�R�X�W��
by Ethel’s family that her husband had been physically violent towards her, for which 
reason she had left him. He responded with an unsuccessful libel action in the High Court 
which was reported all around the world, for instance in the New York Times of 16th April 
�������������+�H���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���K�D�G���E�H�F�R�P�H���L�Q�I�D�W�X�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���\�R�X�Q�J���*�X�D�U�G�V���R�I�¿�F�H�U����
Whatever was the truth of the matter the couple never divorced, but remained separated. 
Baron de Forest went on to suffer further misfortune, being forced to relinquish his 
foreign title in 1920, while Schloss Eichhorn was compulsorily purchased by the Czech 
government in 1925. Then he bounced back. Moving to Liechtenstein, in 1932 the Grand 
Duke created him Count Maurice de Bendern, and thus his estranged wife became a 
countess. This is the title that she used on making her will, which was proved in 1966. 
She died while on holiday in Monte Carlo, leaving an estate worth £10,790. 

HUSSEY
Scotney Castle in Kent, which takes centre stage in this bookplate, was transformed 
in the 1830s into a picturesque ruin and the centre of a new landscape garden after 
the Hussey family built a new home nearby. Mary Rosamond Hussey (1877-1958) was 
the wife of the next owner Edward Windsor Hussey (1855-1952), and the daughter of 
Lt Col Phillip Robert Anstruther of Fife in Scotland, who died of wounds received in 
action in 1880. The couple were married in 1900, and Rosamond commissioned her 
bookplate [Figure 33] in 1908 from J & E Bumpus Ltd in London, the engraving being 
undertaken by Charles Bird, who was obliged to append the iniquitous initials of the 
chief salesman W.P. Barrett.123 Only one of the books illustrated has a readable title Home 
and Garden, possibly an allusion to the book of that name published in 1900 by the 
famous garden designer Gertrude Jekyll. The Scotney Castle Library still includes a 
copy of Jekyll’s book Roses for English Gardens, published in 1902. The roses adorning 
the left margin were what Rosamond loved to grow while the thistles on the right are for 
her Scottish heritage. The arms are Or a cross vert charged with a pierced mullet argent 
(Hussey) impaling �$�U�J�H�Q�W���W�K�U�H�H���S�L�O�H�V���L�V�V�X�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�K�L�H�I���V�D�E�O�H (Anstruther, baronets 
of Balcaskie in Fife). The Anthruther arms have not been differenced, as is absolutely 
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���L�Q���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�D�G�H�W���R�I���D���K�R�X�V�H�����E�X�W���V�X�F�K���D�Q���R�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V���Q�R�W���X�Q�X�V�X�D�O���W�R���¿�Q�G��
�Z�L�W�K���L�P�S�D�O�H�G���D�U�P�V�����7�K�H���P�X�V�L�F�D�O���V�F�R�U�H���L�V���W�K�D�W���R�I���D�Q���X�Q�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���I�R�X�U���S�D�U�W���K�D�U�P�R�Q�\�����7�K�H��
castle and gardens are now one of the glories of the National Trust, to which they were 
donated in 1970.

121 �(�[���/�L�E�U�L�V���-�R�X�U�Q�D�O vol. 18, pp. 106-7. The engraving was undertaken by Charles Bird who worked for J&E 
Bumpus Ltd in The Strand. It is in the Porteous Coll. vol. 35.
122 Fox-Davies �$�U�P�R�U�L�D�O���)�D�P�L�O�L�H�V p. 521.
123 Porteous Coll. vol. 39.
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Figure 33: bookplate of Mary Rosamond Hussey by Charles Bird, 1908.
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ASHBURNHAM 
Ashburnham Place in Sussex features on the bookplate [Figure 34�@�����E�\���D�Q���X�Q�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G��
artist, of the last person of that surname to hold the estate, Lady Mary Catherine 
Ashburnham (1890-1953).124 The view of the house has since changed considerably. On 
D-Day 6th June 1944 two B26 Marauder bombers of the 394th USAAF bomber group 
collided in the busy skies over Sussex. One of the two aircraft crashed near Ashburnham 
Place carrying a full load of bombs and exploded, causing considerable damage, with 
serious long-term consequences to the fabric of the property. Following the death of 
Lady Mary a combination of dry rot and death duties made it necessary to demolish most 
of the house in 1959, and all that remains today is the rather ugly truncated stump of what 
was once a Palladian mansion, set in a Capability Brown landscape. Mary’s ancestor 
Bertram, the fourth earl of Ashburnham (1797-1878) was a great collector of books and 
manuscripts, and owner of the Stowe Collection, which was sold in a series of auctions 
following his death; a large part of it is now in the British Library. The heraldic highlight 
�L�V�� �W�K�H�� �¿�I�W�H�H�Q�W�K�� �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�� �%�U�X�J�H�V�¶�V�� �*�D�U�W�H�U�� �%�R�R�N���� �Q�R�Z�� �%���/���� �6�W�R�Z�H�� �P�V�� ���������� �7�K�H��
family were once believed to have held Ashburnham before the Norman Conquest, but 
that has since been revised to the twelfth century. Separate branches of the family who 
bore the same arms, �*�X�O�H�V���D���I�H�V�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���V�L�[���P�X�O�O�H�W�V���D�U�J�H�Q�W, received a peerage and a 
baronetcy respectively in the seventeenth century, their common ancestor being in the 
thirteenth century. The baronetcy is still extant, but the peerage ended in 1924 with the 
�V�L�[�W�K���H�D�U�O�����/�D�G�\���0�D�U�\�¶�V���X�Q�F�O�H�����V�K�H���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���E�H�H�Q���W�K�H���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���¿�I�W�K���H�D�U�O�����7�K�H���X�V�D�J�H��
of the full achievement of the earldom on her bookplate is slightly irregular, although it 
�F�D�Q���E�H���M�X�V�W�L�¿�H�G���D�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���V�H�D�W���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�R���W�K�H���+�R�Q�R�X�U�D�E�O�H���/�D�G�\���0�D�U�\��
�$�V�K�E�X�U�Q�K�D�P�����D�Q�G���L�W���V�H�U�Y�H�V���D�V���D���¿�W�W�L�Q�J���W�U�L�E�X�W�H���W�R���K�H�U���D�Q�F�H�V�W�R�U�V�����7�K�H���V�K�L�H�O�G���L�V���4�X�D�U�W�H�U�O�\��
1, Ashburnham (as described above); 2, Gules a chevron between nine crosses patty 
argent (for Berkeley); 3, �$�]�X�U�H�� �V�H�P�\�� �G�H�� �O�L�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �O�L�R�Q�� �U�D�P�S�D�Q�W�� �D�U�J�H�Q�W (for Holland); 
4, �6�D�E�O�H���D���F�K�H�Y�U�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�U�H�H���E�R�\�¶�V���K�H�D�G�V���F�R�X�S�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���V�K�R�X�O�G�H�U���D�U�J�H�Q�W�����H�D�F�K���Z�L�W�K��
a serpent entwined about the neck (for Vaughan). The supporters are Two greyhounds 
sable collared and lined or. The crest, not shown, that was used by both the earls and the 
baronets, is slightly canting: �2�X�W���R�I���D���G�X�F�D�O���F�R�U�R�Q�H�W���R�U���D�Q���$�V�K���W�U�H�H���S�U�R�S�H�U.125

124  Porteous Coll. vol. 18 & 41.
125  The author wishes to thank Mr Anthony Pincott, Treasurer of the Bookplate Society for his invaluable 
�D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���I�R�U���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���D���F�U�L�W�L�T�X�H���R�I���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���G�U�D�I�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���S�D�S�H�U��
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Figure 34: bookplate of Lady Mary Catherine Ashburnham. 97x68mm.
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