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THE COAT OF ARMS

editors of Visitations have taken the date when a manuscript was copied as the date of a
Visitation. Appendix IV delineates the contents of the non-Visitation manuscripts which
sit alongside them in the same shelves. They contain a diversity of subject material, and
amongst them, some church notes. All is rounded off with three indices by the author
(families and persons, places, subjects), the first two of which, as already stated, are the
essential raison d’étre for the whole project. Attempting to read the whole volume is not
a task for the faint hearted, but has been rewarded with some hidden gems. Not least
among these are the pages summarised under the subject index as illegitimacy (see also
concubines). One is left wanting to know rather more about William Dakyns, fl. 1580-98
‘notorious imposter and forger of pedigrees’, listed in Appendix III.
This work must be regarded as an essential source for all scholars of medieval and
early modern heraldry and genealogy.
Paul A. Fox

Kevin Greig and Gordon Casely (edd.), 4 Festschrift for George Anthony Maxwell,
Palfrey Press, 2023. 387pp, colour illustrations throughout. Hardcover ISBN 978-1-
960736-00-0. £25.

This Royal size (234x156 mm) hard-cover book is a labour of love by three well-known
members of the heraldic world. Edited by two of the late Anthony Maxwell’s friends,
Kevin Greig (artist and antiquarian) and Gordon Casely (journalist, heraldist, and piper),
and published by Brady Brim-DeForest (publisher, antiquarian, and patron of the heraldic
arts) via his Palfrey Press, the volume has been produced in honour of the heraldic work
of the late George Anthony Maxwell. Greig also designed the silver-embossed black
cover with, at the top, the arms of the current Lord Lyon, Dr Joseph J. Morrow, the
bonnet badge of Clan Maxwell and Greig’s own arms. At the bottom are the arms of
Brady Brim-DeForest, the Maxwell ‘GAM’ monogram and the arms of Gordon Casely.

Normally a Festschrift is collated and presented to the recipient in their lifetime, but
in producing this lovely book the authors may be forgiven since they have brought him
to life again with this collection of his heraldic work. As they are the first to admit, the
volume is not exhaustive (I have two examples of his work which are not included) but
enough pieces are present to show his broad range of artistic ability, from armigerous
families’ coats of arms, badges, banners and bookplates, ecclesiastical heraldry, precious
metal work and carpentry, to a selection of his published articles.

Essentially in full colour, mainly one coat of arms per page, with added notes (often
by the armigers) and asides — some of which made me laugh out loud — there is a foreword
by Lord Lyon King of Arms, an appreciation by Gordon Casely, an introduction by the
editors, and a comment by the publisher.
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It is set out in eight chapters: Personal Arms, Corporate and Civic Heraldry, Email
signatures, Insignia and Badges, Penwork and Sketches, Precious metals, BA(Hons)
Woodwork, and a sample of published articles. There is also a useful alphabetical index
of the artwork. The book is an unnumbered, limited edition of 300 containing 387
printed pages and is available via https://heraldry.scot/?product=a-festschrift-for-george-
anthony-maxwell.

One or two minor hiccups, which do not detract from the pleasure of this book, are
that the neck ribbon of a knight (page 305) of The Military and Hospitaller Order of St
Lazarus of Jerusalem is worn by all Knights (not just Knights Grand Cross); the Arms
of that Order (page 288) are actually those of the Grand Bailiwick of Scotland (hence
the inclusion of the thistle) and there is one littoral — a missing ‘t’ (as a former Editor I
tend to proof-read as I go along) which I will leave you to find when you add this book
to your library.

Bernard Juby
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